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WOW ! Do we have a big issue of PENNY-WISE for you this time? Like 
all, preceding issues each one keeps getting better, and I'm sure that this one 
tops them all! There's something here for everyone. It's an interesting issue 
an informative one, and it's FUN ! ! 

First of all, are including a reprint of Jesse Patrick's article "An 
Adventure With An Auction Catalogue", which appeared in the November issue of 
THE NUMISMATIST and is reprinted here with permission of ANA and THE 
NUMISMATIST - it's a delightful essay that we know you'll enjoy. Denis 
Coring is back with another update on his Early Cent revision. 

John Wright offers the first of a three-part article on "The Rarest Middle 
Dates", while Jules Reiver tells you about a new 1856 variety just discovered. 

John Wright is also introducing anew column, "Ask John" - he'll answer 
all questions about coppers that you've been wanting to ask but didn't know where 
to do so. William T. Jones gives you an excellent article on two cent pieces, 
and Dick Knight offers a commentary on the Susan B. Anthony coin. 

Milt Pfeffer provides you with some interesting notes on half cents, and 
Larry Knee tells you why 1 980 was a very good year for him. Mark Borckardt 
has provided the answers for his half cent quiz which appeared in the last issue, 
and a lot of the comments which he received were also included. And Cox R. 
Crider gives you the results of his grading exercise which appeared in the last 
issue. 

There's a lot of other good material scattered in-between. Be sure to read 
about the coming EAC convention in Dallas and get some coins ready to consign 
to Bill Noyes for the EAC Auction '81 . There's another of Denis's Devilish 
Diversions to wrinkle your gray matter and Denis gives you the answer to last 
issue's problem. There are a lot of reports on regional meetings. The Editor 
has provided some comments on various odds and ends. There's a good Swaps 
& Sales. All in all, 1981 is starting out strong. Let's keep it that way! 

My address of 731 East 22nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11210 still holds. If 
I'm moved by the end of February, which marks the deadline for receipt of 
material for the next issue. I'll ask the post office to forward my mail to me. 
That sometimes takes a little longer, so get your material to me early if you can 

Happy New Year to one and all - may it be a healthy, happy, prosperous, 
and peaceful year for us all ! ! ! 

Warren A. Lapp, M.D. 
and 

The Staff of PENNY-WISE 
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PROPOSED FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 


The following persons have applied for membership in EAC and they have been 
declared eligible by the Membership Committee. Provided that no adverse 
comments on any particular individual are received by the Chairman of the Mem- 
bership Committee before the next issue of P-W, all will be declared elected to 
full membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is 
Darwin B. Palmer, Box 6791 , Sari Antonio, Texas, 78209. 

New Members from #1118-11 59 

Carl M. Shrader, New Carrollton, MD 
David L. Baker, Fairbanks, AK 
David A. Greenberg, Watertown, MA 
Thurman Moore, Shelbyville, IN 
John M. Clano, Winthrop, MA 
Robert A. Tedcastle, Lantana, FL 
Robert G . Essig, Elgin, IL 
James A. Fasulo, Corinth, NY 
W. G. Land IV 

Robert P. Beaulieu, Fort Worth, TX 

Qavid Sprunk, Atlanta, GA 

Jack C. Baan, Santa Ana, CA 

Irvin B. Schwartz, New York, NY 

Robert B . Martin, Scottsdale, A Z 

J. P . Schmidt, Niles, IL 

Richard N . Ippolito, Buffalo, NY 

Robert L. Shuman, Morgantown, WV 

Steve Scott, Liberty, SC 

Richard W. Arnseth, Evanston, IL 

Sheldon Schultz, Atlanta, GA 

Robert. J. Rhue, Aurora, CO 

Everett H. Albyn, Newark, OH 

Lester W. Youngreen, Franklin Square, NY 

Jack Borckardt, Findlay, OH 

Keith H . James, Tulsa, OK 

Patrick McKeon, Bayside, NY 

Glenn A Jesen, Luverne, MN 

Patrick A. Kingston, Pell Lake, WI 

William H. Stowers, Jr., Revere, MA 

J. Besante, Jersey City, NJ 

Bill Lacy, Lansing, MI 

John Griffin, Denver, CO 

Bruce Eleshewich, Hoboken, NJ 

Charles J. Rekow, Fort Thomas, KY 

William R. Samuelson, Rockford, IL 

David M. Jones, Hatfield, PA 

Louis Stangle, Highland Park, IL 

William R. Hooper, Dalmatia, PA 

Bradford L. Easier, Fort Wayne, IN 

Daniel P . Carl in eo, Endicott, NY 

Martin B. E in horn, Ann Arbor, MI 

Henry DeN eve, Pittsburg, KS 

Change of address; 

Jeff Oliphant, 9454 Wilshire Blvd. #800, Beverly Hills, CA 90212 
Reinstate: Jay Goodfellow, Smyrna, DE 
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The following article* written by EACer Jesse Patrick, appeared in the October 
issue of ANA's THE NUMISMATIST; and is reprinted here in its entirety, 
courtesy of THE NUMISMATIST, the official publication of the American 
Numismatic Association, P.O. Box 2366, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80901 . 

The Editor of PENNY-WISE acknowledges with thanks the courtesy extended to 
P-W by THE NUMISMATIST in allowing us to reproduce this important and 
interesting article. 

An 

Adventure 
with an 

Auction Catalogue 

by Jesse Patrick, LM 2306 

O ne of the special pleasures to be found in collecting and perusing old 
numismatic auction catalogues comes from the interesting historical 
revelations an old catalogue can offer. It brings a great deal of character to a 
catalogue when the prices realized have been written in by a numismatist 
attending the sale, and even more distinction if the catalogue's previous owner 
has boldly added his signature. One can just imagine an old-time numismatist 
examining the lots in some famous sale, making notes in his catalogue to 
correct or expand the descriptions, perhaps pointing out fakes, distinguishing 
restrikes from originals, commenting on the grading, comparing coins to those 
in other sales, or mentioning pedigrees on some of the lots. An old invoice may 
be enclosed in the catalogue, showing which lots from the sale were purchased 
by the catalogue's original owner. Or with greatest luck, maybe the buyer of 
each lot is painstakingly written in next to the descriptions. In these cases, 
such old auction catalogues become historical documents, often holding more 
interest for numismatic bibliophiles than the coins they' describe. 

I, myself, recently enjoyed a numismatic adventure that began with the 
discovery of the following invoice found in an old sale catalogue. 


1793 — Chain America Cent, original condition, unworn, sharp, 
evenly centered, obverse and reverse, with much original bril- 
liant red color, no spots or nicks, undoubtedly the finest 
known of this variety 

1793 — Vine and bars - fair condition, date fairly observable 

1794 — Cent, original red, as from the die, strong unusually bold ob- 
verse and reverse, none finer, if as fine 

1800 — Over 1790, absolute perfection 

1801 — 1/100 over 1/1000 absolute perfection. These two strong sharp 

well centered even and mugh original red color 

1806 — Unquestionably no superior in existence so far as known. 
None in past sales can excel this cent in strength, freedom from 
nicks or mar and color — original red. In my judgment the rarity 
and a Gem 

Total 


$500.00 

4.00 

160.00 

300.00 

240.00 
$1,204.00 
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Invoice to Beckwith for purchase of coins from B.H. Collins. 


T he above coins are seemingly 
fantastic. Even the most 
studious of large cent collectors 
must be wondering: What is this? 
Are the coins real? What are the 
pedigrees of these phenominl cents? 
How long ago were these offered and 
were they as described? Few of 
today's collectors will think that 
these prices are high. They were 
quite high, however, for 1919 when 
only a few collectors were willing 
and able to pay such prices for coins 
like these. 

One such person was Dr. Henry W. 
Beckwith of Seymour, Connecticut, 
well known in large cent literature as 
an unsurpassed connoisseur. A 
perusal of the excellent sale 
catalogue of the Beckwith collection 
by S.H. Chapman on April 27, 1923, 
is enough to boggle any cent 


collector. For the most part the coins 
share one major characteristic — 
condition. Dr. Beckwith made 
extraordinary efforts to secure the 
finest large cents that money could 
buy. The coins listed above came 
into Dr. Beckwith's possession, at 
the prices given, on January 30, 1919, 
according to the invoice. Although 
the name of the seller and still earlier 
origins of these coins provide 
interesting pedigrees, a far more 
provoking question is what place, if 
any, does the seller hold in 
numismatic history. Who was 
Benjamin H. Collins? 

Never, outside of the bill of sale 
listing the above coins in my copy of 
the Beckwith catalogue, have I seen 
any pedigree reference to B.H. 
Collins of Washington, D.C., in 
connection with a large cent. The bill 
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of sale is a carbon copy signed by B.H. 
Collins, annotated in his hand, and 
bound in Collins' own copy of the 
Beckwith sale. Considering the 
attention paid to large cents and large 
cent collectors over the years by 
many illustrious advocates of the big 
pennies, it seems strange that no 
mention occurs of this very early 
connoisseur. The fact that B.H. 
Collins was a collector is supported 
by his own mention of his collection, 
as well as similar references by 
others. He was apparently buying as 
early as 1891 and was at least active 
enough to attend the 1908 ANA 
Convention in Philadelphia. The fact 
that Collins possessed first rate large 
cents cannot be denied, and he 
certainly deserves some place in the 
history of large cent collectors. 

B h. collins served in the Union 
• Army during the Civil War as a 
scout under General Sheridan. He 
was a coin dealer in Washington, 
D.C., from 1894 to approximately 
1 926 and died on April 29, 1928. Prior 
to becoming a coin dealer he 
apparently held a responsible job in 
the civil service. Collins was said to 
be a rather congenial and 
companionable fellow, prematurely 
grey, but of animated and very social 
disposition, with a remarkable 
memory and great enthusiasm. 

"A Tour Among the Coin 
Dealers,” written by the well known 
A.G. Heaton in the January, 1895 
issue of The Numismatist, says of 
B.H. Collins, "His private collection 
of cents is doubtless the best that 
exists.” Although many major pieces 
were sold from his collection to Dr. 
Beckwith in 1919, it seems from his 
obituary in the June, 1928 issue of 
The Numismatist that Collins 
maintained his interest in large cents 
until his death and that his name and 
reputation had become closely 
associated with this specialty. The 


UNITED STATES 
CENTS 


COLLECTION 

<* 

DR HENRY W BECKWITH 


UWiHlUV 

S. H CHAPMAN 


FRIDAY, APRIL 27 

ms 


Title page ofB. H. Collins’ auction catalog 
of Chapman’s Beckwith sale. 

obituary mentions that, "When his 
health began to fail a few years ago he 
announced that he was disposing of 
his stock of coins, except his very 
desirable set of large cents which, he 
said, would go, on his death, to his 
son. ” Collins deserves recognition as 
an early large cent collector of major 
importance, one who maintained 
perhaps the finest quality collection 
of large cents in existence for a 
lengthy period of time. He began 
collecting by date and type as early as 
1891, and not until 28 years later at 
the age of 74 did he relinquish many 
of the gems to the apparently 
relentless Dr. Beckwith. Even then, 
large cents remained his utmost 
numismatic interest, passed on as a 
legacy to his son. 

The bill of sale also gives some 
interesting insight into the character 
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THE 


COLLECTION 

of 

Cents »/m* United States 

IN SUPERLATIVE 
PRESERVATION 

of 

Dr. Henry W. Beckwith 

New Haven, Conn. 

w 


Cataloged by 

S. H. CHAPMAN 

Numismatist 

And to be sold at Auction in His Offices 

1128 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 

By Davis & Harvey, Auctioneers 
Friday, April 27, 1923 

Commencing at 3 o'clock P M 


Sub-title page of Beckwith sale catalogue. 


of the "relentless" Dr. Beckwith. 
From this document large cent 
collectors can gain some 
appreciation for Dr. Beckwith's 
diligence, if not zeal, in procuring 
cents for his collection. Collins 
speaks of Beckwith as persistent, 
patient, very appreciative of high 
quality large cents, someone who 
was able to buy coins from Collins' 
personal collection which he had had 
no desire to sell. In addition, the bill 
of sale furnishes earlier pedigrees for 
these famous cents. I quote from B.H. 
Collins in reference to the above 
listed coins: 

"The five high priced ones — begged for 
by you and which you appreciate so 
highly (and very justly so), I doubt if 
they can be matched in any other 
known collection (as a quintet under 
one ownership) and will greatly 
enhance the beauty and evenness of 
your incomparable set of dates. They 
formed a part of the wonderful 
collection of cents I purchased in 1 89 1 


from W.S. Lincoln & Son, the leading 
coin dealer of London, England, and 
were in my personal set with no desire 
on my part to sell until you so 
persistently and patiently acquired 
them for your own." 

Although I've seen no other 
pedigree reference to the name B.H. 
Collins in regard to a large cent, his 
name is connected intimately with 
one of those great stories of 
American Numismatics which play 
upon the imagination so wildly that 
it bears repeating here. The following 
is a description of an 1811 half cent 
offered in the Allison W. Jackman 
sale catalogue by Henry Chapman 
(June 28th and 29th, 1918): 

879 1811 G.l. Uncirculated. Sharp, 
brilliant impression with milling 
around both obverse and reverse. 
Original color, changing to steel color. 
Semi-proof surface. A superb example 
and of the highest rarity in this 
condition. A gem of the first water. 
Plate. 

NOTE: — This coin was discovered in 
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Design No. 3. Bust with Liberty Cap. 


1793 Deaion No. 1. Head in Low Relief. Reverse Chain. 

1 1793 Head of Liberty to r. with flowing hair, the hair short, 

and head broad, in low relief, above liberty, lieneatb 
date. Rev. united btateb or America. Endless chain 
of fifteen links enclosing one-cent-1 /ICO. Edge vine 
and bars. Uncirculated. Four minute nicks in field 
H 3P 1 — behind head. Partly bright red shading to brown olive. 

Perfectly even impression with the slight, thin sharp edge 
border complete on obverse, and for aliout half the peri- 
phery on reverse. The finest specimen known. Very 
rare. C. 1-C Si 

Design No. 2. Head in Hioh Relief. Reverse Wreath. 


(M-i'lft'' 


2 1793 Head of Liberty r. in high relief, with large, coarse 

locks aa if blown by the wind, after the Libertae Ameri- 
cana medal.; small libertt and date, below triple leaved 
olive spray with stem starting above the space between 
7-9, the central leaf erect and leaves narrow; t»elow 
1793. Border of l>eads. Rev. united states or 
America. I .100; in center, olive and clover wreath 
enclosing one cent. Border of beads. Rev. copied 
from the cent of 1792. Edge, vine and hare. Uncir- 
culated. Hair sharp, and borders completely on. 

,0 Beautiful, light brown olive color with the original red 
around outlines. As on other specimens it shows the 
short crack in the die near, and along border opposite 
mouth. Extraordinary specimen in highest state of 
preservation. Very rare. ('. 10-1 S- »° 

I attribute this design to Birch, who has adopted 
the head from the Liliertas Americana Medal instead of 
his own with the small interspersed curls on the long hair 
falling down the back of the neck, and has omitted the 
motto, but on the reverse has continued his design un- 
changed from the Cent of 1792. 


3 


3 3D 
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1793 Bust of Liberty r., behind cap on pole. Rev. united 
states or America. Wreath of olive enclosing omb- 
cent, below wreath 1/100. Borders of bead*. Edge 
lettered one hundred for a dollar. By Seott 
though not signed. Uncirculated except for a few vary 
minute nicks and the slightest rubbing of the hair on 
obverse. Magnificent impression with margin outside 
of borders on obverse and reverse. Sise 18. Ex- 
tremely rare. C. 12-L. S 

1794 Same design but a different style. Chapman 8 B, 

Hays 17. Uncirculated. Dull red. Magnificent im- 
pression with broad borders, though not quite up on tbs 
highest locks about the ear. 5 £9 

1794 Head in lower relief with simplest treatment of the 
hair. C. 21. H.24. Uncirculated. Bright red. Pur- 
chased from Mr. Carl Wurtsbach, from S. H. C. who 
purchased it from J. W. Haseltine, from an old Phila- 
delphia family in 1914. Excessively rare state. S Zfl 

1795 Top of 5 merged in bust. Edge lettered. Uncir- 
culated. Beautiful, light browD, olive color with origi- 
nal red above the head and around outline. Two abort 
streaks of minute nicks in plancbet before striking it, 
between mouth and border. Borders completely on. 
Beautiful specimen. Very rare state. D. 68 Wt. 204 
grains. $ 7a 

1795 Tip of 5 just touches buat. Rev. one cent in 
centre of wreath. Edge plain. Weight 169 grains. D.70. 
Uncirculated. STB 

1796 Same type. Bust of Liberty with cap r.; date 
slanting downwards to r. the 6 equi-distant between 
bust and border. Rev. similar, with fine delicate 
wreath, single leaf on end of both stems, leaf on r. ap- 
pears to touch F, except in the two top-most groups the 
leaves are in groups of threes. G. 8.0 Uncirculated. 
Bright red. Magnificent impression. Very rare state. 


Typical annotated pages from Beckwith sale catalogue along with the first 
illustration plate. 


1884 being brought by an old colored 
woman of Alexandria, Va. to Mr. B.H. 
Collins of Washington to whom she 
stated she had a bag of them! He 
thinking there was not any mistake 
about the hoard sold it to S.H. & H. 
Chapman for $3! with the remark 
“How many more will you take?" We 
said the lot. The woman subsequently 
brought him the bag but to his 
astonishment they were all 1828's 13 
stars! and it has always been a mystery 
to me that an 1811 equally fine as the 
1828's should have been in with the 
later date, and that her pick at random 
should have alighted on the only 1811 
in the bag! It was subsequently sold in 
the Warner Sale, $67 and there bought 
by Mr. Jackman. 

A nnotations in B.H. Collins' 
hand on the invoice and next to 
the cents listed and illustrated in the 
Beckwith catalogue also tell us 
something about Beckwith's 
willingness to obtain cents at almost 
any price, regardless of how much 
they might resell for later. The chain 


cent, which Beckwith bought for 
$500 in 1919, sold as lot #1 to Henry 
Chapman for only $430 in 1923 (S-2, 
W.S. Lincoln & Son — B.H. 

Collins — Beckwith 1 — Henry 
Chapman — French 1 — 

Macallister — T.J. Clarke). Lot #4, a 
1794 cent, sold to Chapman for $60 
(S-24, W.S. Lincoln & Son— B.H. 
Collins — Beckwith 4"---Henry 
Chapman — Wurzbach — Mathewson), 
although there does seem to be some 
confusion as to whether the S-24 is 
the Wurtzbach-Mathewson coin or 
the Proskey-Hines specimen. The 
1800/179 cent appeared as lot #21, 
and was purchased by Elmer Sears for 
$49 (S-194, W.S. Lincoln & 

Sons — B.H. Collins — Beckwith 
21 — Elmer Sears — Newcomb 
279 — Wurzbach — Dr. 

Sheldon — Naftzger — New 
Netherlands 11/73,511— RARCOA). 
Sears also purchased lot #24 for 
$115, an 1801 1/100 over 1/1000 
(S-221, Sheldon Plate Coin, W.S. 
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THE NUMISMATIST. October. 193 


963 


And still they come to Mehi in Texas! 
WITH WARRANTED PRIDE — 

I am dslighlsd to aanounc® 
that i Slav* seCTred th® Famous 

B. H. Collins Collection 

of Washington, D. C. 


Mr. Collins purchased the nucleus of this great collection In 1891, 
forty-six years ago. in London. England, from the famous old Nu- 
mismatic Firm of Lincoln & Son. At that time and until now It 
was regarded as one of the finest collections of its kind in the 
world ! 

(This tqft'the fifth great collection, not to mention the numerous 
smaller collections, which I secured Just in the past few 
months.) 

These achievements were accomplished by me in competition 
with all numismatic markets. I was the happy and successful par- 
ticipant, not because I am so handsome (?). hut simply due to 
the indisputable fact of my long experience (.37 years), proven 
fair and successful dealings; extensive advertising (averaging 
$100,000.00 a year), which gives me by far the recognized largest 
market ever enjoyed by any numismatic dealer; ample financial 
responsibilities and resources ($500,000.00); that I can afford and 
DO pay as much and more than any other market. 

Write me when YOU have anything to sell, whether it is a single 
coin or an entire collection. I’ll buy a coin for $1.00 or a collection 
for $100,000.00. 

Your correspondence is earnestly invited and you will always re- 
ceive frr.m me a prompt, courteous, and friendly response. 


R. MAX MEHL 

Mehl Building, Fort Worth, Texas 

Capital, $250,000.00. Resources. $500,000.00. 

Largest Numismatic Establishment in the U. S 


B. Max Mehl advertisement for the B.H. 
Collins collection from The Numismatist 
October, 1937. 

Lincoln & Son — B.H. 

Collins — Beckwith 24 — Sheldon 
Plate Coin, W.S. Lincoln & 

Son — B.H. Collins-— Beckwith 
24 — Elmer Sears — Newcomb 
326 — Holland — Helfenstein 20). 

The 1806 cent was assigned lot #36 
and sold for a mere $75 (W.S. 

Lincoln — B.H. Collins — Beckwith 
36 — Mathewson — C. Douglas 
Smith— Helfenstein 39). This coin is 
apparently not ex-Parmelee as had 
been earlier thought. 

The hand annotations on the 
catalogue continue. Lot #14 in the 
Beckwith sale, a 1798 over 97 cent, 
came from Collins for $ 1 5 and sold to 
Elmer Sears for $55 (S- 151, Sheldon 
Plate Coin, B.H. Collins — Beckwith 


14— Sears — Newcomb 192 — 
Holland — Helfenstein 14). Lot #18, 
1 1798 S- 179, also came from Collins 
for $100 and sold to Sears for $56 
(B.H. Collins— Beckwith 18 — Elmer 
Sears — Newcomb 253 and 
apparently Sheraton — Clarke). An 
1814 S-294, which Beckwith 
purchased from Collins for $50, went 
to Sears as lot #49 for a pitiful $10. 
No other pedigree is known for this 
coin. The 1835 N-l and 1846 N-8, 
lots #82 and #104 in the Beckwith 
sale, came from Collins as part of a 
trade mentioned at the bottom of the 
invoice with no specifics. These two 
coins realized $18 and $10 
respectively, both going to S.H. 
Chapman. 
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The five main coins as listed on the 
above invoice cost Beckwith $1200 
in 1919 but brought only $729 (before 
commissions) more than four years 
later. This is especially interesting 
today, in light of the current coin 
market where such a loss on choice 
coins seems impossible. One can 
certainly see Beckwith's 
determination in pursuit of fine 
coins for his collection. The thought 
of investment must have never 
entered his mind, evidence of an era 
when the aims of collectors were 
perhaps more simple and honest. 

O NE WOULD THINK that perhaps 
the mystery of Collins and his 
fabled large cent collection would by 
now be a dead issue, lost in the 
obscurity with which time pervades 
such things. Imagine my surprise 
when writing this little piece to find 
that Abe Kosoff, in the August 1, 
1979 issue of Coin World, mentioned 
the Collins large cent collection. The 
scene was the 1937 ANA 
Convention in Washington, D.C., 
and as Kosoff writes, a highlight of 
the show was the purchase of the 
Collins collection of large cents by B. 
Max Mehl. Although Kosoff could 
supply no other leads, he did 
remember that the collection was on 
display at the convention and that he 
had admired the color and surfaces of 
the coins. Kosoff also related that 
after Mehl purchased the collection 
he refused to show the coins to 
anyone and kept the group out of 
sight. Mehl advertised the purchase 
in the October and November, 1937 
issues of The Numismatist with a 
full page ad and in a later 
advertisement referred to the 
collection as "world famous." 
According to the advertisements in 
The Numismatist, Collins 
purchased the nucleus of the 
collection in 1891 in London, 


England, from Lincoln & Son. Mehl's 
ads state that "At that time and until 
now it was regarded as one of the 
finest collections of its kind in the 
world!" Mehl's information 
coincides so completely with the 
information I have already given that 
I am forced to the conclusion that my 
copy of the Beckwith sale with the 
invoice was, in addition to being 
Collins' personal copy of the sale, 
acquired by Mehl in the transaction 
for the Collins cents and is the source 
of Mehl's information. 

T hus this adventure with an 
auction catalogue has taken us 
full circle. What the Collins- 
Beckwith invoice has disclosed in 
the way of pedigrees for these early 
cents has, upon inquiry, led to a more 
elaborate disclosure of the 
providence of this remarkable 
auction catalogue. But more than 
that, this same catalogue with its 
unique invoice has given us a much 
broader perception of a distinguished 
early numismatist. The belief that 
his collection of large cents was 
widely honored and acclaimed as the 
most outstanding of the time is 
reinforced by the sale of these choice 
gems to Dr. Beckwith, a collector of 
only the highest quality material. I 
cannot help but think that this very 
early numismatist, coin dealer and 
connoisseur of large cents, Benjamin 
H. Collins, deserves special 
recognition in the history of large 
cents and among those who submit 
to the charm of these coins through 
study and pursuit. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

“The Early Cent Revision” by Denis 
Loring which appeared in various issues 
of Penny Wise 1973-74 and “The Early 
Perfectionist” by Walter Breen which 
was published in Vol. VI, #4 (issue 31) of 
Penny Wise were used in establishing 
pedigrees for the Collins- Beck with cents. 
My thanks to Walter Breen for his review 
of the article prior to publication. 
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EACers are reminded that Benjamin H. Collins was written about by the 
Editor in collaboration with Walter Breen in an article titled "Old Time Dealers 
and Collectors", which appeared in the July, 1969 issue of PENNY-WISE, page 
138. The referral to Collins went as follows; 


BENJAMIN H. COLLINS ANA No. 76, was a well-liked dealer in Washing 
ton D . C. and a member of the U. S . Treasury Department. He specialized in 
large cents and contributed a few articles on them to the numismatic literature. 

In an interview which he gave a reporter of the New York WORLD on March 
1888 Collins said; "Good coins increase regularly in value. It is just as 

profitable as town lots or diamonds . You must remember that the supply of 
diamonds is fifty-fold greater than that of coins and that coins wear out." 

Collins was especially critical of the collection held by the National Museum and 
said: "It is a disgrace and a sourge of keen disappointment to have on exhibit 

such wornout and common pieces as there exhibited. The rare pieces are lack 
ing in the genuine, and their places are filled by seized electrotypes. Our 
National Museum wastes its money in buying ancient Greek and Roman coins 
whose authenticity is questionable and the collection of which should be subordinate 
and secondary to the collection of U.S. and colonial coins." 


AN UPDATE ON THE SEATOLer 

With EACer Keith Seaver's Christmas card to the Editor, he enclosed a note 
as to the activities planned for THE SEATOLer in 1 981 . For one thing, he has 
scheduled the report of a lengthy interview with numismatist Mike Kliman, author 
of THE TWO CENT PIECE AND VARIETIES . Also to be published is a lot 
of original material on the three cent nickel series, which has been researched 
by EACers Mike Petrozello and Richard Tirrell. Also promised is some new 
and interesting two cent material prepared by Ziggy Zeveckas. Zeveckas’ 
BEGINNER’S GUIDE has been recently judged tops, and he is being awarded the 
Same Freeman Award for 1980. 

Seaver went on to report that new photo gear and large publishing equipment 
have been added to his and Jerry Tollefson’s plant and was being installed in 
December. Therefore, their Special DISPATCH will be ready for mailing 
early in January. 

If you are interested in any of the above, or would like to join The Two Cent 
Club, why not drop Keith Seaver a line at 816 Eighth Street, Portland, N.D. 

58274 . _ „ , 

************* 


FREE PRICE LIST 


Features large cents and half cents 
tokens, and collectibles. 


plus other early American coins, 

BILL SHARP 
101 Circle Drive 
Miami, Okla. 74354 


************* 
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THE RAREST MIDDLE-DATES 


John D . Wright 

After a decade of wide exposure only a dozen 1 81 6-1 839 large cent varieties 
still have any claim to R6 - and two of those will likely sag to R5+ before 
spring . 


The following census is an update on my earlier series in PENNY-WISE. 
Anybody having additional information on examples of any of these varieties is 
urged to contact me. Besides the census I maintain a fairly extensive pressing 
file, which assumes greater importance with rarities such as these. Its main 
functions are to establish and prove identity of censused examples, establish 
condition peaking-orders , and avoid multiple listings for the same coin. Reports 
of new examples should include an excellent pressing of the coin, or the coin it- 
self should be sent for my examination. Known examples of which I lack a press- 
ing should also be submitted. This decade-long project is as far along as it is, 
only because of the continued cooperation of so many of you in EAC. Thank you, 
and please keep it up. 


1838 N1 6 (Cent 13) ; Two known. Obverse N2, reverse Nil (not in Newcomb). 
This variety was discovered by me and published in 1973. I turned up one 
more late in 1973, no others seen. 

(1) 60 ANA72:1 474-JDW Unattributed in the auction, thought to be 

N13 when I bought it, identity discovered while working up the 
attribution guide for 1838 cents in early 1973. 

(2) 12 JD63 (at ISNA73) RSBrown VF sharpness, but deep gouge 

between *7,8. Traded to RSB in 1974. 

1830 N9 (Cent 8): Five known. Obverse N8, reverse N2. Likely discovered 
by Frank Andrews around the turn of the century (give or take ten years 
or so), published in Clapp's updates to Andrews' work in 1924. All are 
flatly struck. 

(1) 12+ And r ews-N ewcomb : 620-Starr Dark, rough. I lack a pressing . 

(2) 7 Chapman 1 2/34-Blaisdell-Naftzger I lack a pressing . 

(3) 7 Del Bland (Boston, 1 969)-JDW-RS Brown 

T raded when I found coin #5 

(4) 20 DLoring (Los Angeles, 1 973)-Naftzger Nice 30- coin with 

gouge on nose, long nick on neck, reverse scratch, cleaned. 

(5) 7 JDW (Minneapolis, 1976) Twin to the other 7-coins . Perhaps 

all are only 6-coins. All are nice, smoothly-worn, no problems. 


1834 N7 (Cent 3) : Five known (probably; one unsure) . Proof only, very 

similar to N6. Likely discovered by Newcomb, who obversed that his 
"Proof A-6 n differed from his other A- 6 examples. These were not 
bronzed - only one variety of 1 829 was so treated . 

(1) Mougeyfl 79 (as "A6")-Sleicher;1 097 (as "A6")-Nawcomb:656-Starr 
Perfect, flawless Proof. Plated in Newcomb book. I lack a 
pressing. 
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( 2 ) 

( 3 ) 

(4) 


( 5 ) 


Mougey : 184 (as "A6")-Williams:404-Starr Variously listed as 

’impaired 3 ,, 'cleaned', 'horribly scrubbed 1 . 1 lack a pressing . 

French: 540 (as " A6")~Clar ke-N aftzger Very light hairlines in 

fields; brow, lowest curl, some leaves bluntly struck. Plated 
in my P-W attribution series. 

Nicholas (10/79) Has areas of glop on obverse - in date, around 
*2, all around rim. The glop is definitely post-production. 
Scratch before throat, scrapes between *2,3 to nose. An 
unnatural cordovan red-brown color. The owner would not 
permit the coin to be ring or pressed or the glop to be removed 
(what does it hide?) . Probably a genuine coin . I lack a 
pressing . 

NJ dentist ( 5 / 80 )-Terranova-Stacks Full, unquestioned Proof 

surfaces, but quite flatly struck. Untraced since Stacks - who 
has it? 


1839 N15 (Cent 11): Seven known. Obverse Nil , reverse N13 (not in Newcomb) 

Apparently discovered by Breen in the late 1950's but not adequately 
described until mucfs later. Willard Blaisdell seems to have been the first 
to identify the variety as an Nil /1 3 mule in 1972 or before. 


( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 

( 3 ) 


55 + Kagin 220 (8/58): 41 2 Attributed by Breen as "N13 variant", 
since untraced. Who has it? I lack a pressing. 

12 NN53 (6/59): 109 Attributed by Breen as "possible unlisted", 
since untraced. Who has it? I lack a pressing. 

60 Helfenstein (1 0/64):1 93-Starr Plated in the catalogue. I lack 
a pressing. A second "Breen 15" was withheld from the sale 
when Lester Merkin doubted it. That coin (Stacks 6/60 auction 
to WB) turned out to be N1 3 . 

(4) 50 Kreisberg 5/66:908-Kreisberg 10/66:2551 Attributed by 

Breen, since untraced. Who has it? I lack a pressing . Another 
Kreisberg coin (3/72:105) turned out to be N1 3 . 

60- Bobbe (1 972)-CDSmith-Bobbe~Naftzger I have seen the coin 
but lack a pressing. 

35 jReiver (1979) Had been in his set for several years as 
"N13". 

10 DHolrnes (1980) Discovered out west while we back east 

were involved in the ANA convention. Moral: the action isn't 

always "where the action is". 


( 5 ) 

( 6 ) 
( 7 ) 


1838 N1 5 (Cent 14): Eight known. Obverse N1 2, reverse Nil (not in 

" ~~ Newcomb). Discovered by Breen in 1959 and likely first 

published in P-W July 1970. 

Breen (1 959)-Bashlow-Starr I lack a pressing. 

Breen (early 60's)-S chreuder-Bland-F itzgerald-CDS mith- 
N aftzger. A nice 55-coin with light obverse scratches. I lack 
a pressing . 

Bland (1 972)~JDW 
JDW (at IS NA74)-RS Brown 


( 1 ) 

40 

( 2 ) 

45 

( 3 ) 

30 

(4) 

30 
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(5) 12+ 

(6) 25 

(7) 15 

(8) 40 


JDW (Nashville, 1 974)-WCNoyes 
CHollins (1977) 

JDW (at CSNS78) - SChalkley 

JFett inger (1980) Dark coin, somewhat dull . Was encrusted 

when bought; when cleaned up - surprise! ! 


(to be continued) 


************* 


IMPORTANT MEMORANDA 

1 . CHANGE OF ADDRESS - send to John D. Wright, 1468 Timberlane 
Drive, St. Joseph, Michigan, 49085. Should reach him at least two weeks 
before the next issue is due. 

2. MATERIAL FOR P-W - send to Warren A. Lapp, M.D., 731 East 
22nd Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11210. Deadline for receipt of material is no 
later than two weeks before next issue is scheduled to appear. 


3. EAC LIBRARY - EAC maintains a fair-sized library of books, 
periodicals, back issues of P— W, etc. Mabel Wright acts as librarian. Loans 
are for 30 days. Borrower pays a postage and handling fee for getting the 
loan, and return postage. Write to Mabel Wright at 1468 Timberland Drive, 
St. Joseph, Michigan, 49085 for more particulars. 

4. ADS IN SWAPS & SALES - first 12 lines are free, thereafter a 
charge is made. Full page is $24. Portion of page is pro-rated. Check 
should accompany copy. Copy for lengthy ads should be camera-ready . 

5. MEMORIAL ISSUE TO DR. SHELDON - P-W #63. A few copies 
of this issue are still available. Price is $2.50, postpaid. 

6. All extra copies of P-W are now stored with the EAC Library. Any 
order for back issues should be sent to Mabel Ann Wright, 1468 Timberland 
Drive, St. Joseph, Michigan, 49085. If you fail to receive your issue or it 
is incomplete, this also will be handled by the EAC Library. 


************* 
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THE EARLY CENT REVISION UPDATE - Part 11 


Denis W. Loring 


The Condition Census listings for these varieties are almost certainly in- 
complete, as there are undoubtedly a number of MS Turbans hiding out in date 
and type sets. Except for finest knowns, GC status for a Turban Head rarely 
translates into a higher price than would be justified by the grade of the coin 
alone. 


1808 

C-1 S-277 R2 Basal $4 . 70-70-65-65-65-60 (5) 70 Proskey-Hines; 

70 Proskey-Hines; 65 Henderson; 65-Starr; 65 ANS; 60 's 
include Dupont 496, Naftzger 593, two in ANS 

C-2 S-278 R3 Basal $4. 65 (6; 65 's ; Proskey-Hines, NN 59: 1230, 

Naftzger 594, Stack's 4?75: 20, ANA '80: 968, ANS 

q —3 S— 279 R1 Basal $3.75 65—65—60—60—55—55 65 Clarke; 65 

Naftzger 595; 60 Ryder 305; 60 new; 55 's listed 

1809 

C-1 S-280 R2 Basal $10 . 65-60 (6+) 65 new, from England; 

60 's include Wurtzbach , Naftzger 598 , Dupont 501 , Connecticut 
State Library, NN 59: 1231, ANA *76: 361 

1810 

C-1 S-281 R1 Basal $ 3.50 70 - 65 - 60 - 60 - 60-55 (1+) 70 Clarke; 

65 new, from England; 60 listed; 60 Newcomb 474; 60 British 
Museum; 55 Starr 

C-2 S-285 R 1 Basal $3. 65 (8) 65*s include Proskey-Hines, 

Newcomb 477, Dupont 506 and 507, Ryder 311 , Stack's 2/76: 

81 , ANS 

C-3 S-282 R2 Basal $3 . 65-65-60-55 (5) 65 Proskey-Hines; 

65 new; 60 Stack's 2/76: 79; 55's include Naftzger 598, Sloss 110, 
Gaskill, Connecticut State Library 

C-4 S-283 R2 Basal $3 . 60-60-55-55-50 (3+) 60 Downing (privately); 

60 Downing 1987; 55 new; 55 Gaskill; 55 Williams 243 ; 50 's 
include Bowers 4/79: 167, Clarke, ANS 

C-6 S-284 R3 Basal $3.25 65-65-60-55 (5) 65 Proskey-Hines; 

60 Stack's 2/76: 80; 60 Naftzger 599; 50 's include ANA '64:122, 
Davls-G raves 1633, Stack's 4/75: 22, ANS, Garrett 122 
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1811 


C-1 S-287 R2 Basal $8 . 70-65-65-65-65-60 (6+) 70 Beckwith 45 

- the most awesome large cent I've ever seen; 65 Helfenstein 46; 

65 Newcomb 478; 65 Kagin 11/73:989; 65 Smithsonian; 60’s 
include Naftzger 601 , French 363, Helfenstein 47, Williams 247, 

ANA *80: 971 , Merkin 3/69: 671 

C-2 S-286 R3 Basal $8.50 55-55-50-45-45-40 (3+) 55 French 362; 

55 Ryder 31 2; 50 Cape Kennedy Metals 7/76: 45; 45 Mathewson; 

45 listed; 40's Garrett 123, Holmes 1465, Miles 133 

1812 

C— 1 S-291 R2 Basal $3.25 60-55-55-55—50 (2+) 60 new; 55 Naftzger 

605; 55 Sloss 119; 55 ANA '49: 857; 50's include Masters 196, 

ANS 

C-2 S— 290 R1 Basal $3 . 65 (6) 65's Bitler 244, Sloss 1 1 7 and 1 1 8, 

French 366, British Museum, Pine Tree 3/76:2434 

C-3 S-288 R1 Basal $3 . 65-60-60-60-55 (5+) 65 new; 60 RARCOA 

5/74: 947; 60 Green; 60 Stack's 1 /67: 10; 55 's include Stack's 
4/75: 24, Sawicki 624, Naftzger 602 

C-4 S-289 R1 Basal $3 . 60-60-60-60-60-55 (2+) 60 Proskey-Hines; 

60 Mathewson; 60 Naftzger 603; 60 new; 60 new; 55's several 

1813 

C-1 S-293 R2 Basal $4.50 65-60-55-55-55-55 65 Clarke; 60 new; 

55's Naftzger 607, Cape Kennedy Metals 7/76: 49, Bowers 4/79: 

172, ANS 

C-2 S-292 R2 Basal $4.50 65-60-60-60-60-60 65 Wurtzbach; 60 's 

Sternberg 1610, Schwartz 379, Stack's 10/75: 77, Helfenstein 49, 
ANS 

1814 

C" 1 S— 294 R1 Basal $3 . 65—65—65—60 (5+) 65 Wurtzbach; 65 Naftzger 

608; 65 Helfenstein 51 ; 60's include RARCOA 5/74: 4, ANA '57: 

1 51 , ANS , NN 59; 1 243 

C-2 S-295 R1 Basal $3 . 65 (6) 65's include Helfenstein 52, NN 59: 

1244, Clarke, Paramount 2/73: 158 

************* 

RE: YOUR FAVORITE QUIZ 

The answers to the article "Your Favorite Quiz" by Darwin Palmer, Jr. 
and John D. Wright, which appeared in the November P-W, were not available 
for publication at the time of deadline. Perhaps, because of the holidays, too 
many members put the quiz aside and forgot to respond. How about looking over 
the questions again and then send your answers promptly to Darwin Palmer so that 
we can have a good representation to report on in the March P-W? Do it now - 
it’s worth your while! 

************* 
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A NEW VARIETY OF 1856 CENT IS DISCOVERED 


Jules Reiver 

Quite a few EACers have sent coins to me which did not exactly match the 
descriptions in the MATURE HEAD book. Until this week, I was able to 
attribute every one of them. In some cases, I changed the description in the 
Rapid Finder to correspond to the one which appeared on more die states of that 
variety. Finally, Robbie Brown sent in an 1856 variety which did not match any 
of my descriptions. It is a new discovery coin. 

I have assigned the next number, C-22 of 1856, to it. It should be fitted into 
the table between C-8 and G--9. The Date Reference Number is 1 7 5 8 1 6. 
Naturally, there is no Newcomb equivalent. The most prominent feature for 
the Rapid Finder List is; ’’Lines up to right through and above NIT. R8." 

Robbie purchased the coin some time ago from Lester Merkin. The condi- 
tion is Mint State. It was purchased as N-17. It meets Newcomb's description 
of N-17 fairly well, but not exactly. My N-17 meets the description fairly well 
also, but again not exactly. Newcomb says that the point of the bust is over the 
tip of the 1 . Mine is, but the new variety is slightly left. Newcomb says the 
point of the curl is nearly over the right side of 8. Mine is, but Robbie's is 
just right of the center of the right curves of 8. 

The 1 ’s on both coins are close to the bust - not rather distant, as Newcomb 
states. Newcomb says the 5 is slightly farther, which mine is. Robbie's is 

closer. 

So far, my coin comes closer to Newcomb's description, but now that 
changes. Newcomb says the base of 1 is rather close over the center of a dentil. 
Robbie’s is, but mine is left of center. 

Both coins meet Newcomb's description of not having a dot on the front edge 
of the curl on the neck, and are without the two short points back of the head. 
These were given by Newcomb to differentiate between N-4 and N-1 7. Neither 
coin has the stronger dot higher up, mentioned by Newcomb. 

The new variety has lines down to the right over the entire field of the ob- 
verse. Build-up on the die causes low spots on the neck and part of the jaw just 
above. The reverse is more distinctive. There are several lines up to the 
right through and above NIT, 

On my N-17, which incidentally is C-10, star 1 is doubled on the left point, 
and star 2 on the lower right. Stars 10, 11 , 12, and 13 are doubled on the 
right side. On the reverse, my coin has lines above MERI . I have seen 
several examples of N-17, all with the double stars, and some coins have shown 
doubling on the reverse. This leads me to believe that some of the doubling may 
be in the striking, but the doubling of the stars 1 and 2, I am sure, is in the die. 

************* 
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ASK JOHN 


This is the first of what I hope will become a regular feature in 
PENNY-WISE. I've been answering questions all my life (why are you 
late? who lost this dollar? do you want your face rearranged?) - and 
large-cent questions in particular for the last quarter-century or so 
(why'd you buy that thing? ever seen one of these before? my uncle has 
an old cent - what's it worth?) - even some hairy ones (what makes 
you think this 1 831 cent was struck in 1 835? how were cents distributed 
in 1801 and how many were in a container? what causes over-dates?). 
With the large number of new EAC members I'm starting to hear the 
same questions repeated from several sources. So - let's spread it 
around a little (makes the garden grow better); and that's what "Ask 
John" is going to be all about. General guidelines are listed below . . . . 


1 . Topic: Large cents, E AC, half cents, colonials, and such. 

(I may call in reinforcements if needed .) 

2. Level: No question is too dumb. You can ask toughies too. 

Answers will be limited to a paragraph or two. 


3. Commitment: If I don't know. I'll try to find out. If I can't 

find out. I'll say so. 


4. Restrictions: I'll try to answer all questions, and will select 

those for publication that would interest the most 
people. I will not give investment advice or make 
prophesies. 


5. Tone: If I get too ponderous it's a drag for both you and me - 

we'll keep it light. 


6. Source; You're where it starts. If you have a question, - 
ask John. 


John D . Wright 

1 468 Timberlane Drive 

St. Joseph, Michigan 49085 
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AJ1 : 


AJ2: 


AJ3: 


AJ4: 


Where can I get, a PENNY WHIMSY ? PW has just been re- 
printed again. The ’'revision" is not yet even close to out 
this is still 1958 information. The 1980 reprint of Sheldon’s 
PW is available at $35 from Quarterman Publications, 5 South 
Union, Lawrence, Mass. 01843. 


W hat’s this ’’variety" stuff everybody’s talking about? A 
variety is all coins struck from a single pair of distinguishable 
dies. The earliest U.S. cent dies were hand-cut, so no two 
were identical. Later dies were produced from a collection 
of standard design/letter/digit punches, and can be distinguished 
by the arrangement of these design-parts and manual retouching. 
Today's dies are so identical as to make distinctions difficult 
if not impossible. The term "subvariety" is confusing, as it 
could mean either of the following: An "edge variety" is a 

variety made from a different edge-die than some other example 
from the same face-dies (obverse/reverse) . This includes 
large vs small edge-letters, plain vs gripped vs lettered vs 
reeded edge, and so on. Two coins are different "die— states’ 
if they are the same variety, produced at different stages in 
the life of the dies (perfect, cracked die, rusted or lapped 
die, rimbreaks, and so on). Confusing? Fret not — that s 
how variety-collecting gets sometimes . 


My metal-detector found a large cent . What’s it worth? 
Whatever you can get - I don’t want it. 


What got you started in la rge cents anyway ? As a kid 1 traded 
in a stamp collection in 1 954 on the start of a cheap 
(post-1815) date-set of LC's. In 1959, spiralling prices on 
nice Lincolns and Indians drove me into any other series, so 
I tried early LC's. The variety-bug bit within six months. 

I warn you - it's like eating (or sex); once you try it you 
won’t want to stop. 


More questions? 
things up. 


They've got to come from you - I don't make these 


MORE ABOUT ANNUAL EAC CONVENTION *81 


Ed Jasper 


As outlined in the September issue of P-W, the 1981 EAC convention will 
be held in Dallas, Texas from Friday, May 1 through Sunday, May 3, 1981 . 
Site of the convention is the North Park Inn, 9300 North Central Expressway, 
Dallas, Texas, 75231 , phone (214) 363—2431 . Reservations can be made 
by using the card enclosed with this issue, or by calling the hotel directly. 

The $42. rate is effective beginning Thursday, April 30 and the hotel has 
requested a reservation cutoff date of March 30. Since the Texas 
Numismatics Association convention is being held at the same hotel that week- 
end, reservations should be made as early as possible. 

The North Park Inn is located in the heart of North Dallas across the 
expressway from the North Park shopping mall . The mall features over 200 
stores, including Neiman-Marcus. Directly adjacent to the hotel is Caruth 
Plaza with 60 specialty shops and several restaurants. In addition, many 
restaurants are located along nearby Greenville Avenue. The hotel itself has 
365 guest rooms, all of good size, most with patios opening onto the pool area. 
The hotel’s main dining room offers breakfast, lunch, and a dinner buffet. 

A coffee shop is also available. 

Bus transportation is available directly to the hotel from the Dallas-Ft. 
Worth Airport. Just take the Surtran bus marked North Central. The 
current fare is $7 . For those arriving by car, the hotel is located at the 
corner of North Central Expressway (Hwy 75) and Park Lane, just north of 
Northwest Highway (Loop 12). Plenty of free parking is available. 

Present convention plans include an educational forum on Friday evening, 
an EAC auction on Saturday evening, and the annual business meeting on 
Sunday morning. Cindy Grellman has indicated that she will present a paper 
on Hard Times tokens at the Friday night forum. The bourse will be open 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Request for a bourse table should be made 
by contacting either Stu Hodge or myself. The bourse fee is $40. and display 
cases will be provided. 

For further information, please contact either Stu hodge or me. 


A details program of events will be published in the March issue of P-W. 


Stu Hodge 
2106 Bowie Drive 
Carrollton, Texas 75006 
H (214) 242-3503 
W (214) 272-0515, ext. 3668 


Ed Jasper 
7756 La Cabeza 
Dallas, Texas 75248 
H (214) 233-3980 
W (214) 272-0515, ext. 4763 


************* 
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MICHAEL CHAZIN AND OTHERS ANSWER THE 
EDITOR'S LETTER FROM THE LAST P-W 


"I've given a great deal of thought to the two letters from new members 
published in the November issue of P-W. While I, as a new member of EAC 
(7/80) and as a new collector of large cents, am not in complete agreement 
with those two persons, I feel perhaps that I can provide some additional in- 
sight and/or explanation. 

I joined EAC for several reasons . Obviously, I have a deep interest in old 
coppers, and I looked forward to the opportunity of becoming aligned with others 
who have the same interest. I also joined to learn more, and so far I have not 
been disappointed . 

While you, other long-time EAC members, and experienced large cent 
collectors are familiar with all or most of the literature, you must be aware 
that most material on large cents, half cents, etc. is generally unavailable. 

The regular coin publications carry precious little of interest to collectors such 
as us , in terms of early U . S . copper coins . 

I am fortunate in that I have a copy of PENNY WHIMSY, which I acquired 
nearly 20 years ago. From reading the last three issues of P-W, I take it that 
this book is no longer generally available. I must admit that without this book 
much of the past three issues of P-W would have been so much gobbledygook. 

In fact, it took quite a while before I could really understand a good part of the 
first issue I received . 

Be aware that to the uninitiated an S-number has virtually no meaning. 

(It might not be a bad idea for advertisers to always list dates as well as 
S-numbers.) And the uninitiated wouldn't have the slightest idea who Dr. 
Sheldon may be. How could they? Personally, I am familiar with Sheldon, 
having studied his theory of personality in graduate school - but it wasn't until 
1 0 years later that I realized that this man was the same one who wrote PENNY 
WHIMSY. 

While I agree that you should buy the book first, what is a novice to do when 
the book is not available? I believe that it is such collectors as these who look 
to EAC for guidance and information . 

Anyway, for what they are worth, I do have a few suggestions. First of 
all, new members should be made aware of all current activities. For instance, 
I have been able to glean some information concerning the republication of 
source material on early coppers . I believe that some statement of efforts in 
this area should be provided. Any other activities, including plans for the 
national convention, should be offered to new members at the time they apply for 
membership. And if there is a local sub-group in their area which is active, 
they should be told of the group's existence and perhaps be put in touch with 
some one active in that group. 

Most importantly, I believe that new members should be apprised of EAC 
grading standards. I sum most curious, myself, as to what these standards 
are; and, after being a member for nearly six months, I still don't have any 
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idea of what those standards are. If these standards are important to EAC - 
and I assume that they are, considering discussions in recent issues of P-W - 
then an effort should be made to communicate these standards to all new 
members . 

Beyond these few suggestions, I am not sure what else can be done. Per- 
haps other members may have some additional suggestions. But I hope that 
you will take these suggestions in the spirit in which they were offered. Those 
of us who are new to this area of collecting do require the indulgence of more 
experienced collectors if we are to become better educated." 

(Editor's note: The Editor felt that this was an excellent response to his 

editorial printed in the last issue of P— W. The suggestions for improving the 
lot of the novice collector are excellent. I hope that by my retirement from 
medical practice that I will eventually have more time to devote to the prepara- 
tion of P-W. Perhaps by listing some of the various books related to large 
cents, half cents, and Colonials, this would be of some help to the new collectors. 
Likewise, I want to remind all of you that EAc does have a library from which 
many of these items can be borrowed. Either in this issue or the March issue, 
P-W will include a listing of the Library's holdings - and this should be of 
help. Likewise, each issue of P-W contains many reports of coming meetings, 
both regional and national, and if any one of these falls in your appropriate area, 

I can tell you that you will learn more about grading and attributing large cents 
and half cents there than you could ever learn by reading about it in books.) 

************* 

The Editor received other responses to his editorial in the last issue. One 
fairly new EAC member who shall remain anonymous came down rather harshly 
on the two letter writers about whom the Editor had written. He wrote: 

"In regards to the new EAc member who accused EAC of lethargy and 
stated 'I am not going to learn one farthing's worth unless some one in charge, 
or authority. . . .condescends to descend to my level and favor me with 
appropriate lore of learning': Is it expected that all unasked questions are to 

be answered and such answers provided on a silver platter? Does this member 
not have the intelligence or initiative to research on his or her own? Much 
information can be gleaned from the articles in the issues of PENNY-WISE. 

Why does one join an organization if joining makes one 'feel like a freak 
because' one does not 'want to be a picky wicky'? If this member really wanted 
to learn, it would help if his or her attitude was more positive. My opinion is 
that of Dr. Lapp's, that it is a 'little unusual that someone joins a specialty 
organization without first learning a little about the basic fundamentals'." 

But the most appreciated letter of all to be received by the Editor came 
from Jim Jordan. It was Jim's previous letter, you will recall, that set the 
Editor to wondering what should and could be done to make the plight of new 
members that much easier. Jim wrote: 

"It was very gratifying to find my letter in the November issue of PENNY- 
WISE requesting guidance for the novice EACer. I now know that EAC really 
cares about me, new member or old. 
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Between my letter to you and reading the latest issue, I did take the 
initiative and ordered a copy of UNITED STATES LARGE CENTS by Lapp 
and Silberman (a real treasure house), exercised my new ANA membership 
library privileges and ordered a loan of AMERICAN HALF CENTS — THE 
LUtle half SISTERS by Cohen as well as some ANA reprints on large 
cents. In addition, I have written to Mabel Ann Wright for information on the 
EAC Library and have received a copy of Reiver’s MATURE HEAD OF 
UNITED STATES COPPER CENTS 1843 - 1857, second edition . 

My immediate goal in coppers is to acquire a date set of the major RED 
BOOK varieties of the Mature Heads. 

As for informing the new or prospective member about the purpose of EAC, 
the combination application for membership- information brochure does a good 
job. I do think, however, that along with the new member's membership 
card, still another explanatory brochure suggesting a basic library on coppers 
as well as what the hard-core die variety collectors are looking for would be 
most helpful. 

Although Amarillo is certainly not the present large cent capitol of the 
numismatic world, I am really looking forward to the TNA convention to be 
held in Dallas this coming spring. I understand that it will be well-attended by 
EACers . " 

'Nuff said! 

************* 

EAC MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL MEETINGS COMING UP 

Joe Kane 

The EAC Mid-Atlantic region has requested that meeting rooms be made 
available for EAC at the "Suburban" show to be held at the Sheraton Inn in 
Lanham, Maryland for February 27 — March 1 and at the MANA show in Baltimore, 
Maryland scheduled for April 10-12. Although neither date has as yet been 
confirmed, we have requested Sunday at 1 P.M. in both instances. Persons 
who anticipate attending either show and the respective EAC regional meeting 
are requested to write Joseph Kane, P.O. Box 599, McLean, Virginia 22101 to 
verify the meeting date and room . 

In reviewing the EAC Mid-Atlantic region’s activities for 1980, I noted that 
the majority of our meetings were held in the Washington, D .C . area and were 
scheduled in conjunction with large coin shows. This partially reflects the fact 
that I live in this area, but I hope to expand the regional coverage of our section 
during 1981 . Our region covers North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, West 
Virginia, District of Columbia, Delaware, and Pennsylvania, which is a large 
section. To that end, it would greatly help if members in N.C. , W. Va., Penn., 
and the south and west parts of Va. would write to indicate whether or not they 
would like a regional meeting in their area as well as suggest tentative dates for 
such meetings. The meetings do not need to coincide with any particular coin 
show, and I can handle the administrative details. However, I know little about 
the goings-on in these areas and it would really help if you would send me a note 
regarding your desires for the EAC Mid— Atlantic region in 1 981 . 

************* 
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THE TWO CENT PIECE 
William T. Jones, Jr. 

The two cent piece is one of the shortest series in United States numisma- 
tics. A complete date and major variety set consists of just 11 pieces, and 
there are no branch mint coins. Yet, like the copper coins of earlier years, the 
two cent piece has an interesting history. 

The existence of the two cent piece was a direct result of the Civil War. 
During that conflict, all United States coins were hoarded by a panicking popula- 
tion. To fill the void, private merchants issued a wide variety of tokens which 
circulated in place of the hoarded currency. In a vain attempt to combat the 
problem, the Philadelphia mint produced large numbers of copper-nickel cents 
in 1862 and 1863. Even so, the newly minted coins were quickly hoarded. 

By 1864, mint officials were complaining that the nickel in the Indian Head 
cent was difficult to obtain and hard to strike. In response. Congress authorized 
the bronze cent and two cent piece with the hope that the new issues would remain 
in circulation and help to stabilize the monetary system. During 1864 and 1865, 
over 88 million cents and 33 million two cent pieces were struck. Interestingly 
enough, some of the copper used in these coins was obtained from melted half 
cents . 

The two cent pie c e was the first regular issue coin to bear the motto "In 
God We Trust". This was in response to a revival of religious feeling during the 
Civil War and a correspondence between T reasury Secretary Salmon P. Chase 
and The Rev. M. R. Watkins of Ridleyville, Pa. In his letter, the Reverend 
expressed the desire to add such words as "God", "Liberty and Law" and 
"Perpetual Union" to our coinage. After a number of mottos including "God Our 
Trust" were considered, the present motto was authorized for the two cent piece 
and later for all United States money. 

The resolution to the coin shortage came at the end of the Civil War. At that 
time, large hoards of small change were returned to circulation, and the need for 
new coins declined drastically. During this period, the two cent piece continued 
to circulate, but mintages for both the one and two cent coins declined. In 1872, 
only 65,000 business strikes were produced. By the next year, production was ’ 
limited to a few hundred proofs before the series was discontinued completely. 

The demise of the two cent piece was due to a lack of need rather than a lack 
of public acceptance. In all the years of mintage of the series, from 1864 to 1872 
the vast majority of the coins available today are very worn. 

Many options are available to the collector of two cent pieces . Date sets in 
Good to Very Good condition can be obtained rather quickly at low to moderate 
prices (excluding the 1873 which is proof-only "medal"). Similarly, an Un- 
circulated set can also be assembled quickly if one is willing to pay the inflated 
prices found in today's market . 

A more challenging project, however, is to collect these coins in extremely 
Fine to Almost Uncirculated condition. The prices are moderate, only about 
$30 to $60 each, for the common dates. The rub comes when you try to locate 
the coins. While the 1864 and 1865 coins are very easy to find, any two cent 
piece dated from 1868 to 1871 in defect— free, slightly circulated condition is a 
scarce item. Part of the reason for this scarcity is that a number of such coins 
have been cleaned over the years to simulate the much more expensive uncircu- 
lated grade. 
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The two keys, the 1864 small motto and the 1872, are of course harder to 
find. The 1864 small motto piece was struck from pattern and proof coin dies. 
The piece is scarce, but not as scarce as some would lead you to believe. 
Occasionally the piece will show up in a dealer's case misattributed as the 
common large motto. There is little excuse for this, even for pieces in Poor 
condition, since the scroll is much nearer the rim on the small motto than on the 
large motto variety. 

A much more difficult coin to find in nice condition (EF--40 and better) is the 
1872. Only 65,000 pieces were struck and, from the condition of most examples 
seen today, widely circulated for years after the series had ended . Mint State 
business strikes of this issue are scarcer than the proofs, and this fact has been 
reflected in the market in recent years. Since proof dies were used to strike 
both proofs and nonproofs, the collector is well advised to "know his proofs or 
his dealer". In my opinion, the 1872 two cent piece in defect-free EF-40 condi- 
tion or better is an R-4 item on the Sheldon scale. 

Beyond date sets there are die varieties. A pioneering work by Myron 
Kliman was published a few years ago and is still available for about $6. The 
book has its flaws in that there are no plates and rarity information is sketchy, 
but most of the varieties after 1865 are easy to attribute, thanks to date place- 
ments and some handy die breaks . 

In conclusion, the two cent piece, as a series which has been ignored by 
many, has a great deal to offer to the average collector. Building a collection 
of slightly circulated pieces offers quite a challenge, but at a reasonable price. 

One indication of the investment potential offered by these coins was the 
reception I received from some dealers while I was shopping for my EF-AU set. 
"I don't stock such low grade junk" one exclaimed "and you'll never be able to 
sell your set at a profit either". Sometimes it is refreshing to leave the world 
of commercial numismatics! 
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special offer to eac members 

Over the years we have been friends with many if not most EAC club mem- 
bers . Perhaps you are already acquainted with our "rare coin Review" (issued 
several times a year), our "special Coin Letter" (issued about ten times a year), 
and the auction catalogues produced by our division, the American Auction 
Association, Inc. If not, we would like to make this special offer to you: We 

will send you without charge or obligation of any kind our latest large illustrated 
catalogue. Each issue contains many different United States colonial coins, half 
cents, large cents, and other interesting pieces. To receive your copy simply 
write "send me a free copy of your latest catalogue per your special EAC offer 
on a note or postcard and send it to us . Your catalogue will be sent by return 
mail! 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. , 6922 Hollywood Blvd. , Hollywood, CA 90028 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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RICHARD B. KNIGHT SPEAKS HIS "TWO CENTS WORTH" 

(Editor s note: The following letter should have appeared in last year’s 

September issue of P-W . Somehow or other, Dick's letter (and proposed 
advertisement - see Swaps & Sales) got lost in the Editor's haphazard filing 
system and just reappeared recently. Well, better late than never ) 

The recent introduction of "Suzy" (Susan B. Anthony) dollars by the U. 

S . Mint interested me more than a little. The Mint's request that they be 
used in place of dollar bills in order to save printing costs made sense. While 
we EACer's don't blindly follow everything which the Mint suggests, I do think 
that we, as friends of the Mint, should try to cooperate. 

Therefore, I have given up receiving any dollar bills from my bank, and 
instead I receive only Suzies and two-dollar bills. The bank has not been very 
cooperative, however. Frequently, they have none of these or less than I have 
requested. It does look as though very few people in Danbury, Connecticut are 
interested in saving any money for the Mint. 

In using these coins and bills, I have had very little difficulty. A few 
store cashiers have made faces but neither has any one refused, although I 
understand that they can. At first, I kept the Suzies in a separate pocket, but 
soon came to recognize them by their diameter. I also noted that the reverse 
has a sharp place which is easy to feel . Even ten of these coins weigh "little 
more than the usual amount of coins one usually carries around in his pocket. 

For traveling on toll roads, Suzies are ideal. Trying to pull a dollar 
bill out of one's wallet has always been frustrating - also dangerous (because 
you are forced to turn up the light and look at the denomination of the bill). 

With a few dollar coins, a trip c an be much more of a pleasure. I have already 
found vending machines at comfort stops where the Suzies can be used. 

Eventually, I think that both the dollar bill and the fifty cent piece should 
be eliminated. To me, they are already obsolete. Perhaps, at that time, 
the diameter of the Suzy should be slightly increased, but I would hate to see 

any increase in the weight. That is a major factor in their future accepta- 
bility. 

I realize that one of our esteemed members has written an article con- 
signing the Susan B. Anthony coin to oblivion (see COINS Magazine for 

November, 1979 - Walter Breen column). I'm happy to have put forth another 
opinion . 


************„, 


(The Editor wonders how Dick's crusade is faring six months after he wrote 
the above?) 
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HALF CENT NOTES 


Milton B . Pfeffer 

A fellow member of mine in the New York Numismatic Club invariably 
dazzles most of the membership, including me, with his superb collection of 
ancient coins. Recently, we spent a morning together at the American 
Numismatic Society, where I leisurely examined part of his half cent collection 
assembled some thirty years ago. I made the following notes: 

1 793 G-1 , C-3 The fraction bar seems to have been made by hand with a 
scribing tool, not with a punch. 

1 793 G-2, C-4 The spur at the top of 7 extends also a short distance below 
the horizontal member and is roughly parallel to the vertical part of the 
7. This specimen was lot 1466 in Stack's sale of May 4-6, 1956. 

1 794 G-1 , C-9 The fraction bar in this variety was also made with a hand- 
held scribe, not with a punch. CENT starts to weaken before the 
reverse die cracks. 

1794 G-3, C-8 An unpublished die break . A short crack is seen from the 
edge of the coin starting between two denticles and extending downward 
to the second T in STATES. At this late state of the die, the incusation 
line of the bust across the upper part of the reverse is still very clear. 
The obverse is unbroken, and therefore the report of a break at the face 
in the earlier use of this obverse die for 1794 G-2, C-7 is erroneous. 

1 794 G-4, C-4 The bottom half of a letter "D" is certainly seen below the 

Cap, and it definitely looks like a letter, not a flaw that co- incidentally 
resembles a letter. The two berry-like dots above the lower part of 
that D are too symmetrical to be accidental dents. Curiously, above 
those two dots, there are two more dots, one diamond-shaped and one 
circular. 

In examining this specimen, I couldn't quite make out whether there 
was a very light crack from the left stem end to the bottom of the left 
side of 2 (in the denominator) and also from the bottom of the right side 
of the 2 to the 0 beside it. 

1 794 G-5, C-2 I am not inclined to doubt the existence of a break over OF 
AME, which was reported only once (New Netherlands sale of June 30, 
1970, lot 112). 

1794 G-7 , C-3 This specimen is the Williams coin, sold Numismatic Gallery, 
November 14, 1950, lot 679. The left side of the fraction bar has a 
scratch-like extension. 
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1 794 G-8, C-5 The obverse does not show the clash marks in front of the 

throat, which are seen in the 1794 G-7 use of this die. Similarly, the 
ANS-Clapp specimen of 1794 G-8 is unclashed. One must conclude, 
therefore, that G-8 was struck before G-7. 

1795 G-1 , C-1 This specimen is ex Stack's sale of Feb. 24, 1951 , lot 352. 

1795 G-3 , C-2 This specimen is from Federal Coins ANA sale of August 17, 

1 954, lot 81 . 

1795 G-5, C-6a The thin flan variety. Struck on a T .A. L . token . The 
reverse is weak in the area of OF. 

1 795 G-5, C-6b The thick flan variety. Reverse center is very weak. The 
scratch from the left stem end is barely visible. 

1795 G-7, C-3 This specimen was obtained from Stack's on October 18, 1951 
as ex "Chapman". It weighs 4.95 grams. (Mine is 5.72). I grade the 
coin as 6. Central reverse die sinking is apparent. 

1 795 G-8, C-2b This specimen is from Stack's sale of the F. S . Guggenheim 
collection, January 22-24, 1953, lot 16. I grade it a 5. 

1796 G-1 , C-2 This is the unique heavy planchet specimen referred to in the 
Empire booklet as cut down from a large cent. It is ex McAusland, and 
weighs 6.809 grams. The reverse is weaker on the right than on the left. 

1797 G-2, C-3a This is the Pawling 86 (NN 11/22/52) coin. 

1797 C-3c The gripped edge variety. This specimen is porous. I grade 
it 3. 

************* 

QUERY RE: CLEANING COINS 

Joseph Kane writes: "As a result of watching a BBC production of "Lilly" 
on television, my wife became interested in Pears transparent soap. After 
using it, she mentioned that it seemed so much milder than our regular soaps. 

I recently used it in a soap-and-water bath to remove surface debris from 
a half cent, and I thought it seemed more effective than U.S. soaps. 

The ingredients in Pears transparent soap are stearic acid, rosin, 
coconut oil, water, glycerine, essences of cedar and thyme, and sodium 
hydroxide preservatives . Do any of our chemically-inclined EACers know if 
any of those ingredients are harmful to old copper?" 

Joe can be reached at P. O. Box 599, McLean, Virginia 22101 . 

************* 
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ANSWERS TO HALF CENT QUIZ OF LAST ISSUE 


Mark Borckardt 


Seven EAC members responded to 
the l cist issue of P-W . They were: 

T ed Am rows ki 
H . Garrison Ghatt 
Steve Lund 
Noel Marks 


the half cent quiz which appeared in 

R . T ettenhorst 
Don Valenziano 
Bob Yuell 


R. Tettenhorst had the top score with 96 per cent correct, while Steve Lund 
came in second with 93 per cent. And now for the answers: 


1 . Half cent designers; 

1 793 Unknown - probably Eckfeldt or Wright 

1 794 Robert Scot 

1 795-97 John Smith Gardner 
1800-08 Gilbert Stuart; Robert Scot 
1 809-36 John Reich 
1 849-57 Christian Gobrecht 


2. Obverse and reverse dies: 

1 793 2-3 

1 794-97 1 3-1 2 

1 800-08 18-17 

1809-36 21-18 


3. Six sources of copper 

Sheet copper 
Domestic scrap 
Boulton and Watt 
Crocker Bros. 

T.A.L. tokens 
Spoiled large cents 
Also: Coltman-Governor and Co. 

T rial pieces from half dollars 

5. Dies unknown to Gilbert: 

1 808 Rev. A 
1 809 Rev. A 


and 4. Years of use 

1793; '94; '95; possibly 1797 
1 793; '94; possibly 1 795; '97 
1 800 to about 1 835 
about 1 825-1 857 
1 795-97 
1 795-1 802 
1 796 
1794; *95 


6. 1794 hub-prepared dies; 


C-2 

C-5 
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7 . 1 800-08 

Significantly different reverse die: 

1804 

Rev. G no stems 

1804 

C-1 2; C-1 3 1805 C-1 

8 . 1 793-97 

edges; 

1 793 

L . E. 2 leaves 

1 794 

Small L . E. 

1 794 

Large L . E. 

1 795 

L.E. 1 leaf 

1 797 

L . E. 

1 795-! 

97 P.E. 

1 797 

Gripped edge 


1 806 C-1 


9. Obverse die mated with most reverse dies: 

1804 Obv. 1 mated with 5 reverse dies 

10. Reverse die mated with most obverse dies: 

1804 Res/. G mated with 4 obverse dies. 

************* 
half cent happening 


Don Valenziano 


The sixth annual Half Gent Happening was held on the evening of 


November 28 at the home of Jon and 

Ron Guth 
Bob Yuell 
Frank Wilkinson 
Jon D. Lusk 
Alan Brouard 
Dennis Rynes 
Gene Braig 


Sally Lusk. The following attended: 

Jim McGuigan 
Michael Rinth 
Dr . Wallace Lee 
Mike Sugamele 
John Wright 
Mabel Ann Wright 
Don Valenziano 


The evening began with a little copper kabitzing. Several coins were 
passed around for grading; and surprisingly enough, the group was in general 
agreement . 

The Lusks provided a buffet supper, the highlight of which was John's 
chili. That, alone, was worth the trip. 


After the meal was cleared away, more coins were brought out. An 
1804 C-7 in AU50 mysteriously appeared, preceded by its ANAcS certification. 
Hands trembled and eyes sparkled as the gem was examined . John Wright 
finally admitted ownership. And we thought that he only collected those big 
coppers! 


Many of the participants brought along their half cent collections . A lot 
of time was spent in examining the individual coins, their grades, and their 
pedigrees . 

The meeting ended with promises to do it again next year. 

************* 


i 
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Jim McGuigan, Dr Wallace Lee, Dennis Rynes Gene Braig; Bob Yuell, Ron Guth 



Jon Lusk, Gene Braig 



John Wright 
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1980 WAS A VERY GOOD YEAR 


Larry Knee 

The year 1980 started out right for me and ended up right. 

The January 15, 1980 PENNY-WISE advertised back issues of P-W and, 
after having put off this idea for a couple of years, I ordered all available. 

Next, I sent a request to the EAC Librarian, Mrs. Mabel Ann Wright, for the 
missing 20 or so back issues. After slaving over a hot duplicating machine 
for about four hours and copying on both sides, I had a complete set of P-W. 
Then down to the local book bindery and "presto”, I have twelve beautiful 
bound volumes of P-W which I couldn't do without. Why did I ever think I could? 

While paging through some back issues of P-W, I read something about 
"dogs" and coppers having a "canine" background. I think that I have a new 
example for you. My brother-in-law came down from Laramie, Wyoming one 
weekend and talked me into taking in the local greyhound racing track. The 
running of the greyhounds is not a favorite pasttime for me, but I got into the 
spirit of the thing and put $2. on something called a Daily Double. After the 
first race, I'm still in it; and after the second and a photo finish, I'm known 
as a winner. Presto, two weeks later at the Central States Coin Convention 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, I buy two large cents with the proceeds. 

Did I have any finds during the year? Well, not too much was available 
at Central States, but I did find some nice Classic Heads and the rest of the 
year produced several more. I'm now going for all nineteen. I set a trap in 
early summer and caught me a mouse. However, there's still a couple of 
more running loose (N-3, N-9). In the fall, I received a surprise package 
with two different 1831 's and those coppers completed my 1831 variety set. 

During the year, I had a special room built for viewing old coppers. It 
lets in a lot of natural sunlight. How do you convince your wife that you need 
a special room for your hobby? Well, you let the family use it for other 
purposes and you call it a "patio" . 

Finally, in December, I hosted two other large cent nuts in a regional 
meeting of sorts. I will call it the Rocky Mountain Sectional Meeting of the 
South Central Region. While there are about ten more EAC members in this 
area who should have been there, at least we have begun to get things moving 
around here and there is always a next time. The three of us spent the time 
reviewing large cent literature and viewing each others' Sheldon varieties. 

This was the first time that I had ever talked large cents with other interested 
parties, and the 3'4 hours flew by much faster than normal. Two of us are 
planning to attend the EAC Convention in Dallas next May. What say you 
other Colorado copper collectors - another Rocky Mountain Regional Meeting 
in 1 981 ? 


************* 
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EAC REGIONAL MEETING, NY - NJ SECTION 


Frank H . Stillinger 


The Grand Central Coin Convention held annually in New York City 
draws coin collectors of all kinds, including lovers of old coppers. Conse- 
quently, it seemed natural to arrange for a regional meeting of the NY - NJ 
Section at the convention, which was held in the New York Sheraton Hotel. 
The following EAC members and guests signed in at the gathering on Saturday 
afternoon, Novembers, 1980: 


No formal program had been arranged since this meeting followed so 
closely on the heels of the preceding regional meeting (reported on pages 
260-261 of the November 15, 1980 issue of P-W). However, it is axiomatic 
that any event involving two or more EACers spontaneously generates its own 
excitement, and this meeting was no exception. 

Although convention bourse duties prevented his actually attending our 
session. Jack Beymer kindly sent along his recently discovered new 1795 
large cent variety, using Bill Pearson as special delivery agent. The interest- 
ing details of discovery for this unique coin (NC3 or C-6, depending on 
typographical preference) were related by Donn Pearlman in the November 15, 

1 980 issue of P-W. Chuck Heck had brought along a coin press and some 
aluminum foil so that many participants were able to acquire pressing of this 
important find. Careful examination of the reverse of this worn cent seems 
to reveal massive die swelling in the upper right quadrant, probably indicating 
an early and fatal failure which explains the variety's rarity. 

Study of Beymer's 1 795 and its pressings led to some discussion of the 
rate at which such new finds appear. It was suggested that careful statistical 
analysis of these randomly scattered events might offer some clue as to how 
many undiscovered varieties still lurk in hiding. 

Both Jackson Storm and John Jay Pittman had extensive copper collec- 
tions for viewing. Pittman exhibited a partially reeded 1816 cent and offered 
the theory that it had resulted from a "half dollar test". He and Herb 
Silberman urged members to pay more careful attention to this "third side" of 
their coppers. Perhaps such scrutiny will uncover more cases of reeding. 

The next meeting of the Section is tentatively scheduled for the 
Metropolitan New York Coin Convention, to be held in the spring. Details will 
be announced in a forthcoming issue of P-W. 


Vincent W. Alones 
George Cuhaj 
Joel Geoffrey 
Jerr Gralnick 
Chuck Heck 
Lawrence Keim 
Richard W. Moore 
Paul W . Paterson 


Bill Pearson 


John Jay Pittman 
Herb Silberman 
Frank Stillinger 
Jackson Storm 
Doug Walcutt 


Gordon Wrubel 
Bob Yuell 


************* 
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Edgar H. Adams’ plates of Lyman H. Low’s 

Hard Times Tokens 
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Hard times Tokens 


This work is a 
spiral-bound lithographic 
reprint of Adams’ rate photo 
plates produced in 1914. The set 
consists of 15 individual plates which 
have been specially enhanced photo- 
chemically and otherwise for this 
edition. An index by Low number 
and Plate Number has been included to facilitate usage and a price guide 
insert is provided to give some valuation data for those unfamiliar with the 
series. This compilation is among the finest reproduction quality achievable. 


$25.00 Postpaid 

Quarterman Publications, Inc. 

5 South Union Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843 
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DENIS’S DEVILISH DIVERSIONS 
Denis W . Loring 

There was a small error in last issue's puzzle as printed. Chatsworth 
thought that the S-37 was porous, not pin-scratched. Nevertheless, most 
people came up with the correct answer: 

S-1 8a porous 

S-33 planchet defect 

S-37 pin-scratched 

S-39 pitted 

This month's puzzle is a snap! Just identify the following: 

1 . Archibald Leach 

2. Jean Baptiste Paquelin 

3. William Henry Pratt 

4. Aglet 

5. Frances Gumm 

6. John Montagu 

7 . Zarf 

8. Issur Danielovitch Demsky 

9. Frederick Austerlitz 

10. Ehrich Weiss 

The answer to Dick Smith's crossword puzzle which appeared in the 
last issue of P-W is given below. The Editor has another excellent puzzle 
made by Dick exclusively for P-W and it will appear in our next issue. 
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RONALD G. SOHNS - AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

Coin collecting for me started in earnest in 1957 at the age of 13. My 
father got me interested in collecting by showing me his modest collection 
and telling me how, when he was 13 in 1914, one could collect Indian Head 
cents by removing them from circulation. This got me interested in removing 
wheat-tare Lincoln cents from circulation. The two Whitman Lincoln cent 
folders were filled in this way (minus about 1 5 key dates) . My allowance and 
any money made from odd jobs was spent on coins . 

While serving in the U.S. Navy in London in 1963, it was a pleasant 
surprise to discover that English large cents (which were then current) could 
be gotten in circulation from as far back as the 1860’s. Found were 2 from 
the 1 860's , 5 from the 1 870’s, and 8 from the 1 880's, all in About Good 
condition. My best copper find in London was an 1862 half penny in VF 
condition. 

Old English coppers can still be purchased in VF or better for a fraction 
of what U.S. coppers of the same year and condition now cost. For example, 
an 1826 English half penny in VF was purchased from a dealer 2^ years ago 
for $2.50. It is the same diameter and thickness as our U.S. late date large 
cents . 

Canadian coppers (including Nova Scotia and New Brunswick) circa 
1 830 through 1 857 can also be purchased at a fraction of the cost of comparable 
date and condition U.S. large cents. There was no national coinage at the 
time in Canada, so the coppers are called "tokens"; but they circulated as 
pennies and half pennies and were so inscribed on the coins . There are some 
beautiful and intricate designs on these coins . An 1 854 brown AU half penny 
from Ontario was purchased from a dealer 2^ years ago for $1 .50. An 1843 
half penny from New Brunswick in VF was purchased at the same time for 
$1 .25. Again, these half pennies are the size of our late date large cents. 

The U.S. half cents and large cents are indeed beautiful and a joy to collect. 
However, one can enjoy the beauty and intricate design of Canadian coppers 
without paying the inflated prices which have occurred in the early U.S. copper 
market in the past five years. Of course, the Canadian coppers market is not 
sis "hot" as the U.S. coppers market, and more high profit from buying and 
selling U.S. coppers is evident. But for the sheer satisfaction of possessing 
an early copper of beautiful and intricate design at a more affordable price, the 
Canadian coppers are just as appealing to me as their U.S. counterparts . 

My oldest U.S. large cent is a 1797 S-130 in AG which was purchased 
in 1958 for $1 .95. My best large cent is an 1851/81 in AU55 (full reddish- 
brown luster) purchased as an 1851 nine years ago for $12. from a dealer. 
There are about 6 small carbon spots (the size of a bead in the hair cord) on 
the reverse and one the size of a star on the obverse, which indicates to me 
that the coin has not been re— colored . My large cents number 1 5 . My half 
cents number 8, the oldest (and also the best) being an 1 806 C~1 in XF 
purchased from a dealer ten years ago for $33 . 

************* 
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RESULTS OF NOVEMBER ISSUE’S GRADING EXERCISE 

Cox R. Crider 

Following are the results of the grading exercise published in the November 
15 issue of PENNY-WISE. These results are based on responses received as 
of December 15 - there were 22. I have received several more since then, 
but my results were already computed by then and the late arrivals are not in- 
cluded in the final results. 

1 . Can the grade of a large cent be accurately determined from a photograph: 
Yes 5, no 5, sometimes/maybe 12. Comments included: 

’’Fairly so, if the photo is clear. Besides, unless we have enough 
coins to use as representative examples, we have no choice." 

"Depending on how 'true' the photo, any answer from 'positively no' 
to 'generally yes' is proper." 

"The grade of a large cent can only be estimated from a photo. " 

"The light can be adjusted at an angle most flattering to detail in the 
lower grades . " 

The general thought which pervaded all the comments was that there is no 
substitute for seeing a coin "in the copper". This is the ideal situation, of 
course, but it is not always possible. 

2. Should color be considered in grading a large cent? Yes 17, no 5. 
Comments: 

"Definitely. Grade is a measure of 'pleasingness of appearance' 
of a coin . Color is part of this . " 

"Grading should be a measure of wear or use, and doesn't usually enter 
into this determination. However, it goes without saying that an 
off-color coin is just not as valuable." 

3. Should imperfections be mentioned, even for low grade large cents? 

Yes 17, no 0, sometimes 5. Comments*. 

"Imperfections should always be mentioned." 

"It is more important to mention minor imperfections on high grade 
cents than on lower grades . " 

"Always . " 

"Only when inconsistent with the grade." 

4. Is there any great variation in commercial grading of large cents and 
your perception of EAC grading? Yes 17, no 1 , no opinion 4. Comments: 

"The term 'commercial grading' means 'shading the truth in my favor 
(down when buying, up when selling).' " 

"Most reputable dealers use the ANA standards." 

"EAC grading is too conservative and commercial grading is too 
liberal . " 

5. a. Do you think that photographs of pressings are adequate? Yes 12, no 3, 
maybe 6. Comments: 
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"They are adequate in that they allow a generalized picture of the coin, 
showing the approximate grade." 

"Yes , if the photos are good . " 

np ress i n gs are good ballpark grading aids, just as photos are. But a 
bad photo, or a bad pressing, or a bad photo of a good pressing 
is practically useless . " 

"I guessed that they were pressing from the detail loss in the higher 
grades . " 

b. Are comparisons between actual coins and pressings "legitimate"? 

Yes 9, no 2, maybe 6. Comment: 

"Color cannot be perceived with a pressing. Thus, it is not satisfactory. 

6. Do you think that P-W should publish a grading guide? Yes 16, no 6. 

Comments: 

"It would only confuse a confused subject." 

"I would not use such a guide, but would dealers?" 

"Would be helpful, but are we 'kicking a dead horse'?" 

"Anything which EAC does along this line should be to support the ANA 
effort, not to compete with or supplant it." 

"I have wanted an EAC guide for a long time." 

"The heliotype or photogravure process should be used, so that one 
might use a magnifier to study the plate." 

7. Do you find the grading controversy boring and wish that people would quit 

discussing it? yes 2, no 18. Comments: 

"These discussions are fundamental to our hobby." 

"It is tedious, distasteful, occasionally disgusting, but certainly not 
boring . " 

"If everyone always agreed, even life itself would be boring." 

"It's like the weather - something to talk about." 

8. Refer to the chart below: 


COIN 

ATTRIB 

LOW 

HIGH 

AVG 

MODE 

1 . 

S-99 

4 

12 

6.8 

8 

2. 

S-223 

1 2 

50 

32.4 

35 

3. 

S-234 

1 2 

40 

22.5 

20 

4. 

NCI 

6 

15 

13.8 

12 

5. 

S-245 

30 

65 

49 

40 

6. 

S-247 

1 2 

30 

1 7.7 

15 

7. 

S-1 88 

7 

15 

10.1 

8 

8. 

S-1 84 

40 

65 

53 

50 

9. 

S-3 

30 

55 

36.3 

35 

10. 

S-9 

40 

60 

51 .3 

50 
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Almost everyone did well on the attributions. The grading results are 
about what should be expected. Grading is so subjective that I am beginning 
to believe that it can't be quantified as Dr. Sheldon visualized it - at least 
not by the vast majority of people . I think that the mode is probably the best 
approximation of the true grade. 

9 . Suggestions concerning the circulation amongst the membership of press- 
ings graded by a knowledgeable panel. For 14, against 3, no opinion 5. 
Comments: 

"1 would much prefer to do this with photographs of real coins." 

"I detest committees." 

"The sooner the better." 

"All-out effort should go into a grading book." 

OVERVIEW 

As with anything which requires expertise, there is no teacher or tool as 
valuable as experience. This experience is gained by much study and by look- 
ing at much copper. Unfortunately, many persons interested in early copper 
coins don't have the opportunity to see a large amount of copper in a variety of 
grades. Though it is imperfect, photos and foils are useful tools which we 
must utilize when we can't see a coin "in the copper". 

I used pressings for the exercise for several reasons. They have one 
advantage in black-and-white photography: they present a lighter color which 

I feel reproduces better. Compare plate 9 with plate 10. Plate 9 is a photo 
of an aluminum foil pressing, while plate 10 is a photo of a copper foil pressing. 
Plate 8, which just about everyone said was atrocious, was a photo of an 
aluminum foil pressing left purposely into the developer too long so as to 
simulate the tone of a copper coin. I also use the foil pressings because they 
are what I had available to me in a wide variety of dates and grades. Had I 
relied on my own collection for photographs, the quiz would have consisted 
entirely of low grade pieces! ! 

Every step in reproduction causes some detail loss, i.e. coin to foil, 
foil to photo, photo to plate. Perhaps, if a grading guide is ever to be 
published within the pages of P-W, a high-quality means of reproduction could 
be employed to minimize the detail loss. 

As for the grading guide, I would volunteer to do the job myself, but I lack 
the necessary equipment for the job. I have little grading expertise, only a 
small copper collection, and only rudimentary photo equipment. That's why 
I suggested a committee for the job. I know that it's not the ideal way, but 
how about some alternatives? 

Most of the comments indicated that a grading guide would not necessarily 

have to compete with ANA or PHOTOGRADE it could be printed solely 

as a tool to further our education about large cents. Also, remember that we 
are discussing a guide to be published in P-W - not a commercially-produced 

publication! 
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John Wright issued a stern warning about a grading guide project, and 
my experience indicates that he is absolutely correct in his admonition: 
"Incidentally, with human nature as it is, you should expect a resounding 

'yes, we should' to the question and the 'we' translates to 'somebody 

else and the mouse in his pocket'. Everybody wants to have, to direct, to 

take, to get but not to do the work himself." That's a point which each 

of us should consider! ! ! 

AMERICAN HALF CENTS 

the 

"Little Half Sisters" 

"The standard reference on U.S. Half Cents." 

Penny-Wise 3/1 5/72 

The interesting story of these "half sisters" of the large cent, with new 
material and interpretations from data in The National Archives . 

Fully illustrated with 192 photographs of all known varieties and the more 
well-known die states . 

Quick, easy and positive identification of the ninety-six known varieties. 

All members of the EAC should have a copy. There are many rare 
varieties that are worth from two to eight times catalogue. 

Regular price $15.00. 

Special to EAC members (10% off) $13.50 postpaid. 

Order your copy from: 

Rogers. Cohen, Jr., EAC #1 88 
P. O. Box 41046 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

************* 


JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills GA 90210 

FOR SALE - SPECIAL COTTON-LINED COIN ENVELOPES 

These envelopes fit perfectly inside 2x2 standard coin envelopes. 

$12.50 per hundred; $75. per thousand - postpaid. (The price has had 
to be increased due to paper and postage costs .) 

************* 
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PENNY POTPOURRI FROM THE EDITOR 


The thought recently occurred to me - maybe some one can tell the 
Editor whatever happened to Allen Corson? Allen, who lived near Miami and 
was active in F.U.N. , was once one of EAC's and P-W's strongest supporters. 
Allen felt that P-W was an outstanding club bulletin and an eminent numismatic 
journal, and he was forever talking of seeking a national award for P-W from 
the ANA or the Literary Guild. Allen made occasional visits to New York 
City, perhaps on business, at which time he always telephoned the Editor. 

And, at other times, he would call from Miami, just to pass the time of day. 
There was something of the mysterious about Allen too: he never provided you 
with a telephone number where you could call him; he listed no home address, 
only a box number; and those EACers who had been to his home were always 
taken on a devious and circuitous route which could not be retraced . Besides 
that, the man seemed ageless - I'm told that he looked to be in his 40's, but 
most agreed that he was much older . Allen was a good friend - I was fond of 

him - but suddenly, he simply disappeared from the scene. Why? 

Gordon Wrubel, I'm told, was a hotel guest in a room on the 21st floor of 
the MGM Grand Hotel in Las Vegas at the time of the well-publicized fire and 
he narrowly escaped suffocation from the heavy smoke and toxic fumes. 


How about the recent EAC dues-reduction provided that you renewed your 
membership this year before Christmas? What other coin club can say the 
same - yet still offer so much? And isn't it a great way to beat inflation? 

If any EAcer living in Zip Code 94175 sent the Editor a registered letter 
or package in November and then had it returned to him, unopened, don't blame 
the Editor - blame the U.S. Post Office. I was away on vacation from 
November 20 to December 1 , and I had notified my letter carrier that my mail 
would be taken care of by my next door neighbor. On November 26, a 
registered article #3344666 was delivered to my home and notification of its 
arrival was left in my door when no one answered the doorbell. On December 
2, Mrs. Lapp called our local post office and asked that it be delivered by our 
carrier. However, she was told that the article had been returned to its 
sender on December 1 without any further attempts being made to deliver it. 

No record of the sender or his address was kept by the post office. Such is 
the efficiency of our vaunted postal system - a system which takes 1 0 to 1 4 
days to deliver a letter in NYC from anywher in the U.S. , even just across 
town. Shades of the Pony Express! 


ANA members may have noted in the November issue of THE NUMISMATIST 
£p < 2777) that a certain dealer member of the association had been expelled for 
failure to refund the purchase price of an altered large cent. The action was 
the result of a complaint filed by an EAC member who had purchased the coin 
by mail from the dealer as a bona fide large cent. The ANA took the action 
after prolonged efforts to have the dealer make good on the purchase price, 
which he steadfastly refused to do. 

EACer Dr. Brian Altman of Pennsylvania recently called the Editor's and 
all EACers' attention to a medical article published in the December 19, 1980 
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issue of "The Journal of the American Medical Association". The article is 
titled "Cao Gio" and refers to the Vietnamese practice of rubbing the skin 
with a coin to alleviate various common symptoms of illness. The back, neck, 
head, shoulders, and chest are the most common sites of application. The 
author of the article surveyed 50 Vietnamese living in the U.S. since 1975 and 
found that they distrusted American physicians because of the physicians' 
actual or perceived criticism of the practice of cao gio. The author re- 
commended that U.S. physicians who treat Vietnamese people should condone 
the practice of cao gio inasmuch as it is not a harmful procedure, causes no 
complications, and is a psychogenic boost to those Vietnamese who are afflicted. * 
Just for the record, then, cao gio represents another use found for coins. 

Thank you notes have been received from Mama Mimeo (Mrs. Margaret 
Beeler of Winter Park, Fla.) and Bill Parks (our printer, collator, and mailer 
of P-W in Orlando) for Christmas remembrances forwarded to them. The 
Editor also wishes to extend his thanks to the officers and members of EAC 
for a check of $1 00 . sent to him in recognition of his retirement from medical 
practice (not from P-W). I don't know to what use I shall put the money just 
now, but I intend to purchase something which will always be a permanent 
remembrance of EAC and P-W . My deepest thanks to all of you! 

In the November issue of P-W, the Editor asked the membership to 
nominate the most outstanding article which had been published in P-W some- 
time during the year 1980. In turn. Bill Mani of Ohio had previously offered 
a 1958 edition of PENNY WHIMSY as a gift to the author of that article. Well, 
the Editor has received a number of nominations, but every one has been 
different - no single article was favored over any other. One nominator 
suggested that Chuck Funk should get the book in return for the excellent index 
which he turns out for each volume every year. Inasmuch as there was no 
particular winner, the Editor thought that Bill Mani might consider donating the 
copy of PENNY WHIMSY to the EAC Library. The library does not now have 
such a volume, and if it did have one, it would then be of use and interest to all 
EAC members. How about if Bill? Does anybody second the Editor's suggestion? 

The Editor wishes to express his thanks to all of those EACers who sent 
Christmas cards and/or letters expressing good luck upon his retirement from 
medical practice. 

Last of all, I've had many favorable comments from members about form- 
ing a subsection in EAC for collectors of Hard Times Tokens. I am told 
that that group is now considering whether or not to become a subsection in 
EAC or whether they wish to strike out on their own. In any event, I'd be 
delighted to have some articles on Hard Times Tokens for publication in P-W. 
Who's the experts? and how about some material on the pieces which would be 
of interest to us all? 

3fesj6jge3festes|i:3fs3|sj|6stes|:3|e3|e 

"courteous and efficient SELF- 


Sign in New York cafeteria window; 
service" . 


. ... THE RAT FINK 


letters to the editors 


JOSEPH KANE writes: "Re; collecting Hard Times tokens. At present 
I know very little about this area of coin collecting and I would enjoy reading 
articles about Hard Times tokens in P-W . I looked through my back issues of 
P-W and found that very little information on half cents appeared in P-W until 
after 1971 . And we half centers have evolved into a very active subsection since 
that time. I suspect that articles on Hard Times tokens would stimulate similar 
activity among EACers . " 

DENNIS LORING writes; "Hi Warren; You RETIRING??? NORTH 
CAROLINA?? What'cha gonna do next? Besides edit P-W that is . . . ." 

(Editor's note; You answered your own questions!) 

From JULES REIVER; "The book MATURE HEADS is going very nicely. 

I have about 25 left out of 250 printed. I'm going to send in a blurb to COIN 
WORLD. I'm probably going to charge $7.50 for it, but will still hold the price 
at $6.50 for EACers." 

From RON BLAHA; "I would like to inquire about the *EAC large cent 
slides' mentioned on page 262 of the last issue of P-W. Will these be listed in 
the EAC library's holdings in the January P-W? Another EACer had offered to 
reimburse collectors for cost of pressings sent to him to aid him in his cent 
study. I'd like to use slides instead. If some members have made high quality 
color slides, it would be of benefit to the club if copies could be made and kept 
in our library. We could categorize them as; 


Each group would be a composite from all slides received or a certain individual. 
Cost of borrowing slides would be postage, plus a nominal fee depending on the 
number in that group." (Editor's note; JDW informs the Editor that his type- 
writer has been sent in for repairs. If the typewriter is repaired in time that 
John or Mabel Ann can type up the listing, it will be included in this issue. 
Otherwise, it will have to be deferred until the following (March) issue of P-W.) 

The following suggestions have been made by RONALD G. SOHNS, who 
refers to himself as "a new EAc member"; "Perhaps P-W could have a 
'Collector's Clearinghouse' column or something similar in which members' 
questions could be answered. We are all constantly learning. Answering ques- 
tions both intricate and simple could benefit most all the members of EAC. 

Also, perhaps a photo offset sheet could be included with the membership 
card sent to new members which would state what was said at the bottom of 

page 258 of the 11/15/80 P-W starting with 'first of all, EAC publishes 

etc* and continuing to the lower middle of page 259 ending with '$24. per page 
or on a pro-rated basis', but eliminating the last sentence of the first paragraph 
referring to the brochure. 


Class 


No. of slides in group 


Major types, half cents 

Major types, large cents 

Varieties for a certain date, half cents 

Varieties for a certain date, large cents 

Errors 

Colonials 

Miscellaneous 


XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 
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Maybe COIN WORLD or NUMISMATIC NEWS would give some space to 
EAC for an article entitled 'Good News for Large Cent Collectors' (or a 
similar title) in which the 'newsworthiness' of the article could be the unusual 
fact that EAC's dues have been reduced from the 1 975 rate of $20 . to the 
current rate of $1 2, instead of the dues rate going up to $30. which the past 
five-year inflation rate would suggest. In the same article, the paragraphs 
mentioned above could also be expounded, and either publication could print as 
much of the article as it saw fit." (Editor's note: John Wright has come out 
in this issue with a new column which answers Ron's first suggestion. John 
calls his column 'Ask John', and if you or any other EACer wants some 
particular information, just write to John and look for his answer in the next 
issue of P-W. The column is a wonderful addition to P-W and I just hope that 
the members make good use of their opportunity in this particular case.) 

From COX R. CRIDER; "Re : acceptability of Hard Times tokens . I 

vote yes. They are contemporary to the government issues and have an 
interesting story. I even have several in my collection." 

************* 


FREE 

A monthly Large Cent Price List - 
Featuring over 1 50 Lots from 1 793 
Chains to 1 857's . Competitively 
priced and correctly graded . 

ASHBY'S BEST COPPERS 
P . O . Box 20403 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46220 

************* 

JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills , California, 90210 

WANTED: United States half cents, including: Finest Knowns, 

extreme rarities, high Condition Census specimens, true mint. 
State examples prior to 1809, and an 1 81 1 in GEN or true Unc. 
All correspondence cheerfully answered. Thank you. 

************* 


********************************************************************** 

* 


BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 

We have a great need for better grade early and late date large cents and 
half cents. Proper attributions and grading necessary. Please bear in 
mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for resale. You may 
ship directly to us for our offer or to our bank. Write for details con- 
cerning the latter method. 

FIRST COINVESTORS, INC. 

1 6 McKinley Avenue 
Albertson, New York 11507 

********************************************************************** 
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SWAPS & SALES 


First 12 lines (including spacing) are free. Full page (camera-ready) 
is $24. Anything in between is pro-rated and billed for by the treasurer. 

************* 


DENIS W. LORING P.O, Box 161, Back Bay Annex Boston, MA 02117 


FOR SALE: Large Cents 


COX R. 


1794 

S— 44 

G4 

$1 25. 



S-60 

G6 

1 50. 



S-72 

VF25+ 

950. 


1 796 

S-93 

VF25 

650. 

absolutely flawless 

1 804 

S-266b 

AG3 

1 80. 


1 81 2 

S— 290 

VF20 

160. 


1 81 4 

S-295 

XF40 

650. 

choice brown planchet 



* * * * 

# * * * 

***** 

CRIDER 


Box 988 

Mexia, T exas 


WANTED: Pressings of 1793 cents, all types and grades. 


Will pay $1 . per three. 

************* 

MIKE PETROZELLO 329 Brooksboro Webster, NY 14580 

Tel: (716) 265-0219 


HALF CENTS For Sale : 


1 804 

C-8 

VF-EF (35) 

$75. 

1834 C-1 

VF25 

$25. 

1 809 

C-5 

EF40 


45. 

1835 C-1 

AU55 

105. 

1 825 

C-2 

VF25 


45. 

1850 C-1 

EF40 

55 . 

1 826 

c-i 

VF25 


30. 

1853 C-1 

VF30 

25. 

1 828 

C-3 

VF20 


25. 

1854 C-1 

EF40 

50. 

1 829 

C-1 

VF30 


30. 

1856 C-1 

EF40 

40. 

1 833 

C-1 

VF25 


25. 


(has weak L) 





******* 

* * i 

K * * * 



TOM 

REYNOLDS 

P. 

O. Box 31 691 


Omaha, 

NE 68131 




(402) 895-3065 





Date 

Variety 

Rarity 

Grade 

Price 

Date 

Variety 

Rarity Grade Price 

1 794 

S-55 

3 

2 

$47 

1 803 

S-260 

1 

4 $14 

1 794 

S-56 

3 

2 

47 

1 803 

S-261 

3 

3 1 1 

1 796 

S-88 

4+ 

4/1 

55 

1 806 

S-270 

1 

3 1 2 

1 796 

S-115 

4 

2/3 

38 

1 807 

S-271 

1 

7 24 

1 797 

S-138 

1 

4/1 

18 

1 816 

N9 

4 

8 1 4 

1798 

S-1 67 

1 

3 

13 

1 81 9 

N4 

4+ 1 2 22 

1 801 

S-219 

2+ 

3 

20 

1823/2 N1 

2- 12 63 

1 802 

S-230 

1 

20 

115 

1 827 

N9 

4 

8 1 6 

1 802 

S-231 

1 

3 

12 

1838 

N10 

4 

10 12 

1 802 

S-237 

2 

20 

115 

1 838 

N12 

4 

10 12 




* 

$ & * * * * 

* * 

$ * SjH 




45 - 


ELDON A* DAVENPORT 10520 LOMA BLANCA DRIVE SUN CITY, ARIZONA 85351 
FOR SALE TO INTERESTED SERIOUS COLLECTORS: 

1) 1793 S-3, LEANING "R” VARIETY, V.F, 30. Date and LIBERTY very distinct 
except for the ”3" which is weak. Outline of head and hair is full with 
goad detail visible in the eye, mouth and noaa. UJaer on the high portion 
of forehead. Vine and bars on edge are very distinct. Reverse" Shows ubbt 
only on the rim and high portions of the chain. ......... 19,500.00 

2) 1795 S-78, R-1 , V.F. 20, FREE DATE VARIETY. Outline of cap, hair and 

face very distinct. Some detail in cap, hair, eye and mouth. LIBERTY and 
date distinct. Pole distinct. Most of berries, lettering and leaves an the 
reverse very clear and some good detail in ribbon, stems and fraction. 
Undervalued. ..... .................... . . .$450.00 

3) 1797 S-122 , R-6, V . F . 30, CLOSEST DATE VARIETY. Milling, date, drapery, 

face, hair over brow and LIBERTY vary distinct. Light punch mark on upper 
cheek. Reverse very distinct except for wear at "CENT". Reddish copper 
color. Check Condition Census on this one. Underpriced. . . , $20,000.00 

4) 1798 S-148, R-2 , HORNED 9 VARIETY, UNC 60. A beautiful well struck coin 
with a uniform dark tone. Ghost image in front of face from neck to hair- 
line. Die break over the "IBERTY" . Obverse and reverse both strong ; but, 
very slightly off center of planchet. Check Condition Census, . $4,250.00 

5) 1801 S-222, R-1, FRACTION BAR TOO FAR TO THE LEFT VARIETY, UNC 60. This 
struck on a rad porous planchet, otherwise it would be M.S. 65. The reverse 
is exceptionally well struck for this date. Underpriced. ... .$3,250.00 

6) 1807 S-276 , R-1, LARGE FRACTION VARIETY, Obv V.G. 0 and Rev Fine 15. A 
full outline of head, hair and ribbon. Some detail In drapery and lower 
hair. Date strong, but, LIBERTY Is week. Reverge very distinct except for 
wear in lower left. Upset reverse of about 175 . Well worth. ... $45.00 

7) 1809 S-2B0, R-3, V.F, 25. Full outline of head end hair. Good detail in 
nose, aer and mouth. LIBERTY strong and date very distinct. Stars weak on 
left eide. Reverse strong with some detail In leaves. Strong center dot. 
Only 1809 Variety and in strong demand. ............. $550.00 

8) 1810 S-201 , R-1 , OVERDATE VARIETY, GOOD 6. Entire outline of head and 
hair is distinct, but, Is worn smooth. Date and LIBERTY very distinct. 
Slight detail In eye, ear and mouth. Reverse worn, but, readable. .$30.00 

9) 1819 N-10, R-2, SMALL DATE, A.U. 50. Well struck and centered on the 
planchet. fill details sharp. Wear only on highest part*. Brown toned. The 
Value at least four times the R-1 Small Date. .......... $300.00 

10) 1820 N-12, R-2, LARGE DATE, V.F. 30. Some of detail missing in hair, 
but, LIBERTY, data, ear, eye, nose and mouth wall detailed. All stars are 
very distinct. Reverse has some detail in leaves. ........ $120.00 

11) 1823 N-1 , R-3, OVERDATE VARIETY, V.G. 8. Most of LIBERTY plain. Date 
very strong. Detail in ear. Rare and Bonservative at. ...... .$50,00 

12) 1836 N-6, R-1, A.U, 55. Slightest wear on high paints of hair and on 
cheek. Obverse rim break at about same state as illustration In Mr. New- 
comb's Plate VIII, A beautiful light brown, tone, ........ .$225.00 

13) 1036 N-9, R-1, V.F, 30. Beautiful, but, vary common. ..... $35.00 

ill above coins subject to prior sale. Upon payment in full, coins will be 
shipped by registered, insured and prepaid mail to first purchaser. Purch- 
aser will have five (5) days to inspect, accept or reject coins. If coins 
are rejected, purchaser will pay registration and Insurance on return and 
full refund will be made an receipt of the coins In original condition. 
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JIM McGUIGAN 


Box 1 934 


Ann Arbor, MI 48106 


Colonials 


(1664) Elephant Token Half Penny 

1785 

Conn . 

Cent Bust facing 



Thick Planchet 1 5 % off- 



right 

VF25 

130. 


center VG8 

$325. 

1 787 

Conn . 

Cent Draped Bust 


1 773 

Virginia Half Penny 



facing left FI 2 

95. 


"Period" var. AU50 

225. 

1788 

Mass . 

Cent Ryder 


1 785 

Nova Constellatic "Pointed 



2— B 

FI 2 

95. 


Rays" 

' VF30 

200. 

1788 

Mass . 

Cent Ryder 







11-E 

VF35 

500. 

Half Cents 







1 793 

C-3 Counterstamped 


1806 

C-1 

VF20 

55. 


"R.C" 

VG detail 

800. 

1 806 

C-2 

FI 2 

225. 

1794 

C-2a 

VG7 (VF, but 


1807 

C-1 

VG7 (PI. lam) 

20. 


porous) 

300. 

1811 

C-1 

FI 2 

250. 

1795 

C-1 

VG7 

270. 

1 81 1 

C-2 

VF25 

500. 

1797 

C-1 

AG3 

85. 

1 825 

C-1 

VG7 (VF, but 


1 797 

C-3 6 

G4/AG3 

375. 



porous) 

35. 

1 800 

C-1 

MS 63 

4650. 

1 826 

C-2 

VF30 

50. 

1 803 

C-2 

VG7 

1 75. 

1 832 

C-2 

AU50 

1 60. 

1 804 

C-6 

St . 5 VG7 

38. 

1 835 

C-2 

MS 63 

1000. 

Large Cents 







1793 

S— 8 

FI 2 

2250. 

1 794 

S-56 

FI 5 

500. 

1 793 

S-1 1 c 

G6 

1500. 

1 795 

S-73 

VG7 

285. 

1 794 

S-30 

VF30 

1350. 

1 797 

S-1 39 

VF25 

235. 

1 794 

S-44 

VG8 (VF, but 


1 801 

S-220 

VF25 

235. 



porous 

300. 

1 854 

AU55 


1 85. 



* $ $ S 

¥ * * * 

* * * 

* * * 




HARRY J. RESCIGNO P.O. Box 21 1 Ironia, New Jersey 07845 

The Great National Coin and Token Co. 

Some Early Coppers for purchase and pleasure 


1787 Conn. Miller 11.1-E vg $20. 

1788 Mass. One Cent g 32. 

1788 Vermont Ryder 1 6 g 55. 

1776 Machins Mills \ Penny Vlack 6-76A vg/g Att. Punt. 35. 

1787 Machins Mills Penny Vlack 1 7-87B g Obv. Scratch 40. 

1787 Machins Mills Penny Vlack 19-87C vg 50. 

1787 Fugio Newman 4-E Club Rays vg 100. 


1794 S-30 vg/g $90. 1833 N .3 vf-35 $30. 

1803 S-260 g-4 13. 1834 N.1 f-1 2 10. 

************* 
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WAYNE HARDEN BERG 


Box 

293 


Wethersfield, CT 

061 09 

Nova Ebroc AU50 light 

reverse 



1 788 

Mass Cent w/periods 

$1 50 

porosity 

$900 


1 785 

Conn 6. 

3-C.1 

VF20 

125 

Virginia w/periods light 

olive 



1 787 

Conn 37.1 1 -ff 

VF20 

135 

Uncirculated - Choice 

800 


1 787 

Conn 6. 

1-M 

FI 5 

150 

1 788 Mass Cent no/periods 



1 794 

T albot , 

Allum & Lee 


VF20 


95 



w/NY 


VF25 

95 

S-44 

4 $100 

S-270 


25 


$200 

21 N2 

25 

$1 50 

S-74 

5 1 00 

S— 277 


12 Scr 

40 

22N6 

1 2 

25 

S-76b 

5 1 00 

S— 280 


15/20 

325 

24N2 

8 

9 

S— 84 

4 95 

S-287 


20 


285 

26N4 

1 2 

22 

S-1 66 

1 2 60 

S-287 


6 


75 

26N5 

1 2 

22 

S-1 97 

1 2 65 

S-290 

Detail VF 


29N6 

30 

50 

S-221 

30 325 

Hvy 

roughness 

25 

31 N7 

25 

40 

S-222 

7 35 

S-290 


12 


60 

34N3 

1 2 

25 

S-224 

1 2 obv 

S— 292 


8 


50 

37N7 

25 

30 


initials WII 35 

S-295 


5 


30 

39/6 

4 

65 

S-224 

4 12 

1 6N7 


30 


50 

51 

60 

325 

S-230 

10 35 

1 7N2 


1 5 


50 

55N9 

60 

300 

S-250 

12 55 

1 7N4 


45 


100 

56 

55 

1 75 

S-252 

6 25 

1 8N10 


50 


1 50 

57 SD 

60 

350 

S-253 

20 1 25 

1 9N9 


35 


75 

57 LD 

60 

350 

S-267 

obv scrs . 

20N1 2 

scr under one 

57 LD 

55 

200 


VF 20 30 

& Cent 

35 


30 





****** 


***** 


ROD BURRESS 
JIM CORRADO 


9743 Leacrest 
41 07 Jud Drive 


Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236 


Matron Head Varieties Conservatively Graded by EAC Standards 


1 81 6 

N2 

VG7 

$7.00 

1822 

N5 

FI 2- 

$1 0 . 50 

1830 

N7 

VG8- 

$7.50 

1 81 6 

N5 

VG8 

8.50 

1824 

N4 

F1 2- 

11 .00 

1831 

N2 

VG7 

7.00 

181 7 

N6 

G6+ 

7.00 

1827 

N7 

G5 

6.50 

1834 

N1 

VG10 

9.00 

1 81 7 

N1 6 

G6+ 

7.50 

1829 

N5 

G4 

7.00 

1835 

N3 

VG7/5 

6.50 

1 81 9 

N2 

FI 8 

17.00 

1830 

N2 

VG8 

8.00 





1 821 

N2 

G5+ 

13.00 

1830 

N4 

VG8+ 

8.00 






Add $1 .00 for each order for P & I 

************* 


RICHARD A. BILANCIA P.O. Box 2207 Littleton, Colo. 80161 


HALF CENTS FOR SALE - I still have the following varieties for sale . 
Please write if you are interested. 


1 794 

C-7 

F-1 2 

1 797 

C-3b 

VG-7 

1 805 

C— 4 

AU-55 

1794 

C-8 

VG-10 

1 797 

C-3b 

VG-8 

1 806 

C-4 

AU-55 

1 795 

C-3 

VG-10 

1802 

c-i 

VG-10 

1811 

C-2 

VF-20 

1 795 

C-6b 

AG -3 

1804 

C-11 

XF-40 

and 31 others . 


************* 
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GORDON J. WRUBEL 


Overland Park, KS 0621 2 


P. O. Box 12506 
(913) 649-2582 


1787 

New York " 

'Nova Eborac" 

AG -3 

$ 32. 

1 783 

Washington Cent, Nice Brown 

EF-45+ 

225. 

1 804 

Jg Cent G- 

2 PL . 4 W/O Stems 

AU-50 

325. 

1804 

^ Cent G- 

5 

MS -60+ 

1 500. 

1804 

^ Cent G- 

8 Late Die State 

G-5 

20. 

1805 

% Cent G- 

1 

VF-35 

85. 

1826 

Cent 


G-6 

19. 

1829 

^ Cent 


F-1 5 

25. 

1 794 

1 $ S-31 

AU-50 Some Light Verdigris 

950. 

1 795 

H S-75 

L.E. 2 or 3 OBV./REV. SMOOTH 

25. 

1 797 

H S-140 

Rather Late Die State 

VF-30 

225. 

1 798 

1 $ S-1 68 


EF-45+ 

900. 

1 798 

1 1- S-1 79 


G-5 

27, 

1800 

t. 

-0- 

U) 

1 

ro 

o 

•vj 


VG-7 

38. 

1 801 

H S-221 

Corrected Fraction 

VG~8 

38, 

1 802 

H S-229 

Very Late Die State, Beautiful Color & 




S urf ace 

EF-45+ 

1 750. 

1 81 2 

H S-288 


G-5 

22. 

1814 

1$ S-295 


G-5 

22. 

1 81 6 

N-9 

NICE 

VF-35 

75. 

1 81 7 

N-6 


F-1 2 

15. 

181 7 

N-12 


VG-10 

20. 

1817 

N-12 


VF-30 

45. 

1817 

N-16 

1 5 Stars 

VG-8 

15. 

1 818 

N-1 


AU-50 

185. 

1818 

N-8 


EF-45 

95. 

1819 

N-4 


VF-35 

135. 

1819 

N-9 


EF-45 

75. 

1820 

N-1 

Overdate 

F-1 5 

25. 

1 824 

N-4 


VG-8 

11 . 

1 825 

N-6 


VG-10 

12 . 

1 826 

N-4 


VG-10 

12 . 

1827 

N-3 


G-4 

9. 

1 827 

N-5 


VF-25 

32. 

1 827 

N-1 1 


VF-20 

25. 

1829 

N-6 


VF-30 

40. 

1831 

N“1 1 

REV. CUD 

VG-10 

13. 

1833 

N-3 

VERY NICE 

AU-55+ 

290. 

1 835 

N-6 


VG-7 

10. 

1839 

N-1 

OVERDATE 

VG-7 

115. 

1857 

N-1 

LARGE DATE 

MS -60 

200. 


************* 
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Houston, Texas 77002 


WM. S. MONTGOMERY 2002 Cullen Center Bank Bldg. 

600 Jefferson 


1814 

(Plain 4) G-6 

$18.00 

1823/2 G-4 

$25.00 

1 81 4 

(Crosslet 4) VG-8 

24.00 

1 838 

Very Fine 20 

1 5.00 

1 81 7 

(13 Stars) VG-8 

9.00 

1 839 

(Silly Head) VF- 

-20 35.00 

1 821 

(389,000) G-4 

1 9.00 

1 849 

VF-25 

1 8.00 

1 822 

(Wide Date) G-6 

1 2.00 







RICHARD KNIGHT 1 0 Starr Avenue Danbury, OT 06810 

WANTED - 

1 836 - 14:- N-7, W-2 with die break - F-1 5 to EF-40. 

Will swap 1836 N-2, W-6 with 2 die breaks showing. F-1 0 but corroded 
at letters plus dollars. Please send. 



r 
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